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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ‘New Yor'- Cit; FLL NO. 1LOC—9L,9 
REPORT MADE AT @ .s REPORT MAGE BY 4 7C 
viashincton, /. C, lL 84974577 JFD:J 
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CO WATIOUNAL xoGKO CONGRESS 4 ecs *s, INTSUIAL SECURITY - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: National »“esro Congress incorvorated at -iashinston, 
ve. C. april 34, 19534 :Aith stited oiject of suppres- 
sins spread of doctrines of Comuunism aszons nezroes, 
and to foster a rovenent for periodic conventions . 
of negro representatives from all over the United ~ 
otates to discuss problems effecting negroes and 
means of determining their solutions.’ 4ocal coun- 
cil has been active with pvarent organization in 
picizetine OPL and Gican Martin Airplan2 Compzcn:’ 
nlant, ostensibly to secure jobs for nesroes ir. ‘e 
fense industries. Cfficials of «ational «ecro Cv..%= 
ress neve esurcssei 0 0-ition tc present .ar untal < 
attuci: on .ussia uo: Geraany, trereafter urging con = 
nlite sud,ort of »rocram to eid countries fighting ie 
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bure.uu tciet;pe to all offices a e-der 16, 
1949; report of Soecial agent v Qiate, g 
ie January 9, 1941; repor or one@cial azent + 


Cnicaro, tllinois c:ted Februcr.- 1, 1941; 
resort of epeciul «azent ~os anscles < D> 
Be si pene. aot a hl 259 3 vers to Lireau 

cuted wpril & » 219.1 and avril 27, 16/1. 
® 


Ir 


,F 


le Mi ks be ed ee ee 


ST Le ake 


L, 
\ cyt 


ds, ye : 
. . ew * x ts “re ye’ +: . iil 
“ . - F tee ee ey ae 7a 


QV 
- aay ay ah : ) 
a 6/-|\6720-| 377 


ff hire ee OCT: 4 
, : fey 
a a sila -Connelle; ‘3 oe 
2 ‘ashinst:.a Fie lie sii Si att 
Ae lit Ue ATT As 
Td nit SCH ACS FT 


a . 


LATE Eaf2al9 f= BY SP SHEL 


" " We Cou» we-- , 
Ne : ; af. - © ow. - ogo a -"rsare “o age Ppl : 


aad RO wep eps wr: OOD. rR em er me me qewerr err 
“ . - . \ 


° 
. 
4 


. “am -_ ry * ae i Tr . a 
VR ae Bart =) Pt) Rae tye we oF 


tte ye Te age Mas 8 ter fee 


in addition to the information reserdin- the oricin 
unc  ctivities oi the National erro Concress, as set fort‘: in 
refere:.ce reports, the following information was developed as 
a result of _investization at washington, 4. C. and from con- 
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it the offices of the itecorder cf Deeds for the Dist- 
rict o1 Coluwis, the weiter exanined the vertificate of Incorpor- 
ation of the iational :-esro Conzress, undcr Certificate 722570, 
locuted on »a-e 427 of Book 50. Tnis certificate rerlected that 
thie ational esro Consress wes incorvorated on #pril 30, 1934 
“ni the teris of organization were perpetuai. Tne address at 
that time was recorded as Liasonic Temple, 10th and U Sts., 1... «i. 


“asnington, D.C. The business end the objects of the corpora- 
tion were: 
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20 curcress the soread of the coctrines of Coxiuni . 
a:on- resro0es. 


sd ahnvucus*ute sia “peso.t In neover form: su tas Fa °.t 
uni cro er covermuental agencies tne econoiic, social 
and political needs of negroes, with a view to their 
ennancement. 


To foster a2 :aove..2nt havins as its ultimate ain a 
periodic meetins in convention of negro representatives 
from all of the States, elected by necroes, so tnar _rob- 
lems cffectinrs the necsroes generally may Le discussed 

and wzeans of their solution deter.:inec upon. 
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lL. 10 -ro:.ote the welfare of sil nesroes. 
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anes, 


Mml- tic naues of tnrge directors ivere recoriel on te 

certificate, niicis Pe. PusTORKIS VASO, oti ILC, 

OMT TP OLLY. <.o addresses orfotier :neans of identizvication 
vicre recorded revardin> these ividuals. 
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snformed at the office of the .:ecorder of 
wOsas tiub ainuul reports are not re:mired from corporations 
in tie vistrict of volu.bia. ws#herefore no furtaner information 
rcevirding tnis corvoration was available. However, there was 


no record of any comuaunication to the Recorder of Deeds 1. 
flecting the dissolution of the corporation. 
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Accordinz ' Je ..ashinston 
Uffice by he “ations s7) 
vonsress lad its orizin in an orcanization 'no-m as t:: 
vo:.iittee on Nati.nal wecovery. ais pote orsaniz- 
vion was tude up of the following affiliated orrenizatiors: 
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“african Lethodist 
-african “ethodist Episcopal Zion Church 
* slpna happa Alpha Sorarity 
~ Aloha chi Alnha Fraternity 
w C2Lored ? 


Spiscopal Church 
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eetnodist s»1lsconal Cure 
- Jeita Sizsma Theta Sororit;, 
-- Laoroved Lenevolent end -rotcctive Crder of wis of 
tae orld 
“Mera 


* al 


»ssoci.tion for the aacvancement o- 
Feople 
ational Association of Colleges for Colored Youth 
“ National .issociation of Colored TYomens Clubs 
~ National Baptist Convention, U.S.A. 
—iiantionul Catholic Interracial Federation 
~ liutionsl Council Protestant <piscopal Leasue 
= }ationul Housetiives Leacue 
~ National --ediccl ..ssociation 
~ wutionel iierro ~ar Aassociation 
- ational we7ro Lusiness ecacuc 
™ wationel «echnical Assoziation 
““i.crro Industrial Lea‘ue 
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art: did not speaks in Lenalf of any such varty enc none of their 
stevecients could be termed definitel-- Cascunist or 
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o: .ic.sard University ¢ 
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“ace .ielations Dent., i'ederzl Council of Churches of 

Christ in ...erica 

en ants” a actors “itionel Su tist Vonvention, U.S.A. 
onen's warent —1 ite Lissionary Society 


The offi ers of the Joint Committee on leational secov= 
ery were CAS ise 


1 - Yea y vhairman; wWO%C: Pe JAVIS,. Sxecutive 
betes. ey DUI.OUGiiS, Treastrert 
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accordain~ to. 
tie Joint vo:uittce on «atichal .wecover:: 


c ee 738 
a dst ventative roris in June, 2933 voy ofiicers cf the 
wousuc, a si.2ll and newly created organization, 
J1lchn was to secure equal treat:.ent of negroes in 
of fair co..petitbn under the NRA. According to 
cne Joint 


Cormuittee did not cane into bein formel- 
ember 1s 19336 | 
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the remainins speakers, 
of a particular poiivticel 
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Continuin |, it ous Ss vas sonter= b7DdD 
iovard Universaur, vacre uwose ~lancs lor tie or sanization 
wOlui Nesro Caa’ress but shortly tauerearfter the Joint’ 
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Comittee Lecare inactive iit: the exception of JCH F. 

UsVIS. In Uctover, 1935 tais iniividual irote an article pub- 

lished in vasnhlet form entitled: "Let Us Euild a lhational 

wesro Congress". This pamohlet 37 Dp 
was widely distributed over the y and urge sympa- : 
thetic organizations to get togetner and form sponsoring com 
mittees for the “ational Negro Congress to ve held in Unicaso, 
Illinois Februcry 14, 1936. 
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fn2e ~roceedinss at the Confererce uave bean covered 
vev.orts “-reviously referred to in this rcvort. 
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wlter ils resi-nctio 1 eanClis, wo was not a Con- 
was elected to the leader- 
of tae groun, veut sine was unuole to hola the croup to- 
seth:r and for a vear or wore tnzcreafter tie trou» cid not 
function at all in the istrict c2 voluric. 
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Tuerealter, Thais ed Dig | oc Oi seh. Cp 
. ole... ted to revive this - outh «rou. 
ner sroceeded to atlinvu, Ccor-‘is: to attend the 

wouraern sont: vonference: widouvun their return 9 ..asaintton 
vPeanized a2 vous. “sour 233 .ashin ‘ton ..ac) 1s ‘mo.s. today 
as tie coubaer:. eosro Sout) von-ress of tac o. C., 2 affiliate 
of the »atloniul -esro Usnoress. 
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according to 
at this time | of Richmond, Virginia 
student at Howard University told 
JO!T!: P. DAVIS had joined the Comamist Fart 


wr « , 


12° @" sey yr * ek A at a 


ON ESS ORR VERE rok IR OREN, 


rqe Nae 4 POU Ae 


mo" ¢. re] es rr. 


” q 7 


- 


mae 


‘+ ~~ ety © 


+ 
é | 
| 
’ 
? 
F 
+ 
t° 
4 
| 
: 
é 
3 
b 3 
| 


7 _- --* 


: o - * 


OIE OES ip 


AWE tye 


gy *whe-. ete 
mA oy 


a 
s 2° 


< 


e to the first Negro Concress in Chicago 
in 1936, states that the Cauwtunists did not in- 
sist upon taitin= over this convention in toto because the a-- 


rronen of t1e Communist Ferty durine that carticular »eriod of 


laae vias throu 1 tae so-crlled United Front. We stated tnat 
Vato inne otra re srssen tcd tuc Coccwmist rort:, unc made tne Cone 

BMNLLs $.-@vs.1 Gy GAC CUFVONtLION. i:C state.u 6:6 6.0) s%as 
Peso T11SGG LU" es Oo bt. ennventcon «=s tic “Leeo of tx 


Sart", anc tuiey looked to 70 e for suidence in activities of 


the «ational oH Conzress. 


jdition to the above information furnished by 
he advised thct ne wiil lkeens tac ..asnin-ton 
Cifice invoriiead of any further activities of the Nationa 
vonercss or any of its affiliates. 


eCcoruins to tre “vail: -orxer", 


of the vousumist “arts: dated .-cre’: 12, 1942, 


wae recenta:s rosimei from nis osition as vu) 
for tac National associztion sor tic actvi.c: 
iconic, has besn a:.cinveld tational ams 
tie i.ctional lerro Zon-ress. Ae is descriiec us a 
Jic. inson vOinOF,0 at Gsrlisle, 
ional Jssocl: tion for the .Jtvanee..e1.t o. 2OLGr2 1. 2’eon2 
19°, vor'zin~ out of vhe eatlow.2 . ffice in ..6: 
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He aus done craduute work at Colwubia University and tauent 
for three sears at Allen University, Colw.bia, 5. C. Continue 
in7 the article states that iURPUY was enploved for seven 

wears tL; tae afro-.sericun newspaper working at various times 
as imager of tne paper's lashington and New York Offices. 

He also worked for several months on the “ew York Writer's >ro~ 
ject. de ij 


' 
fe is married to the former LILLIZ JONES cf Columbia, 9. C. 
ara the article states he will make nis home in ‘iashincton with 
his wife at their former place of residence while he was e-lo-red 
ur’ tae afro-suserican. 


In tiie -urch 17, 1941 issue of tne Daily -orker, an 
arvic.e under tne caption of."..esro Congress Fights for Jots 

in wjwurtin aircraft Company", states that officials of the Glenn 
L, Lartin Aircraft Company told officials of the National Nerro 


Congress the previous weex that the company had no intention >of 
Dioneering in the field of defense jobs for nerroes. 


aS a result 
of this, the «ational sesr 


cro Congress charced that the aircraft 
vor oration, aided and abetted oc: SIuivcr ile: 
Ol, w.s beins suiity of 


} 
aS 


HID i, co-vhair.cn of 
of conuuctin? a "sitedo.m strie"® e-ainst 
bie necro rcovle anc demanded 7,Q0U jobs for nesroes ut the 
slé.c: ..artin factors. 
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On April h 1941, 
a meeting held by t 
tist Cnurch in ‘Jas 


e iatiokal Nezro Consress at lit. Carmel Eap- 
Eresident of the 


inzton, at which time Da. iArnyYiiGit, now 


ational Negro Congress, spoke the subject of 
eople wust do in the present crisis". The 


sat tne purpose of tne née eting wes to demund 


pect hear Bi. 


meetin- arrancenents were made to nola “ mass we 

Ore, baae OPiLl 27, 1941 and nave a larse jgrou) of v.esroes to 
le uve Vushincton on tiat date for the ;urvose of attending the 
wectine. JO? 7. DAVIS ainounced that the Con-ress was coin; to 
keen = stead: murch of nezroes goin: over to 2-..t: 


L.uore apolyin?z 
for Jobs and »ointed out that of course bier vroald te refused 


fobs but the muier bein: refused sould vrs. Trou dizr to day 
und thereby would Le siven ;rominent publicity’. 


Accordins to ee DaVis BMG ther: indicated that 
if this "pressure" did Mov worix, gonsideration «cs beins sciven 


to pic.teting tne office of SIuilsY PILLLAAN in Vashinston, wv. C. 


a that FLowaoa} LONICi, adminis- 
trative Secretary of the Communist Party of the D. C. was very 


active at the meeting on April 2, 1941 and appeared to be taking 


a we art in the general activities of the organization. 
—— thay ISS ~<a yea formerly employed 
in tie .onen's Eurcau of thé Department of Lebor, and presently 
ompiored in the iazilroad cetirement Board, «was one of the vrin- 
cipal white incividuals activel: enzared in tae business activi-g 
Lies ¢c. the wationnl Uevro Convress. 
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Under date of Larch 9, 1941, the Sunday edition of the 

Jolly. ..orxer contains a rather lencthy article dealin” with cne 
$2535 LaSiTiH, Field itevresentative of the Brookl:in, --. Y. covzr.cil 
o# the“.ational “Necro Cer.-ress for denouncinz the so-called 
Ji. Cro. solicies of tre “sderal Sovernnent in en srmed conierc..c3. 
oy Isii attached to nis draft -uestionnaire a state;.cnt seclarin”’ 
"1 hereb:y protest any move to assicn me arbitrarily to the Jim 
Crow regiment. As a loyal american, very willins to cefend 
-meric2 azainst its enemies from within and without, I demand 
that my assicnment as a draftee be made on the same basis as 
t..at of any other American, without rezard to race, creed or 
color", This questionnaire was mailed to Lecal Draft Board 

219, uccordin? to tne article. Tne article states that the 
Lroo'ii:n Council of the ational Nesro Coneress is su,..orting the 
action: taken by Las: ITH. Tne article contains a photogrann 
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E-r letter Gated ipril 27, 1941 the .ashinzton Field 
ce aivised tiie Lureau that cn tne afternoon of whe previous 
2 -rour of necroes, unicr the cusoices of the »ctlonal hero 


de ts Te. 


vkeam (AM! 


to the Vouncil of Latiorn .L vefense, located in the cosial vecurty 


wuildin:, sashinsion, ov. oc. she saue group aiso ;ic.:cted the 
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Jalker Johnson Suildin-, 1734 Rex Yor! avenuc which houses a por= 
tion of the war Verartment. It was observed that sane of the 
~ickets were cressed in armay uniforms and one of tiese individuals 
wore tie desi~nation of a sergeant. 
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who subse= 
cuently advised tnat he had received information from 
chat the matter would be hena , 49m 
Ke ala’ Musica aS 1b invoived enlisted »ersonnel of the Army. 6 


Yad 


On lay 1, 1941 the issue of the Jcily worier contains an 
article captioned "Hillman .:eneges on lesro dob tled--e, Vavis 
Unerces", Tais article states in vart that JCM P. o..VISG, Secre- 
tary of the ‘ational Negro Consress on April 3.th declared that 
associate Virector SIDNEY HILLMAN of OFL! was not makins good his 
recent promise to take steps to provide jobs for colored people 
in defense industries. The article states th:.t DAVIS made this 
charre after e« delerution of prominent nezro leaders conferred 
3ita pilici:sl! concerninz the refusal of the Glenn L. -:artin Air- 
olane clant in caltinore to e:nnlo: negroes. ‘The article further 
“tates tiuat despite tne fact that te delevation spo::e for 
<5J,00) negroes in tue area around .ashinzton end Kuarjyland, 
HILLMaAii challenged its right to speak for the negro people. In 
protest against the refusal of HILLLAN to take any definite steps, 
the article states, the delegation conducted a picket line around 
the OPM building and scneduled another picket line for the follow- 
inz /ednesday. 


ye Mee A gO 


On iiay 6, 1941, the issue of the Daily «orker states 
that a :ilitant arive to mobilize thousands of job-neecdy negro 
citizens for action in ~aryland and the “istrict of Columbia ot 
under way t1ct week when the “ational |-c7zro Con-ress started 
distribution of 75,0990 leaflets gin its rrocru. to secure 7,000 
jobs for nevrocs at tis Glenn L, Mertbin cirercft vomoany plant 
cor baltimore. 


The washincton Field Uffice has sec :red « sunple cox 
of onc sf the leaflets clove referred to und iv is icing retaince 
in the «usninston ricld Y¥ffice file in tiis cuse. 
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Tae Valiy «oruer for ~ay 27, 1941 contains an erticle 
captisned "lod »egro Leaders Condemn Drive to ‘Jar and Bstruction 
of our reoples itights". This article states in part that in a 
statement for jobs and equality for their people, 160 leading 
negro Americans indicted the war program as the main obstacle 
to the defense of negro rirhts and Democratic liberties ior the 

mvire people. accordins to the article the statenent "riddled 
tne ve.iocratic shaa of the aduinistration's defense program bv 
Cr.c0Linz tne wholesaic Jin-Crovism in defense industry anc thre 
wrcd forces". Continuins this article ctates in nart "The negro 
people want notnins of HiTLuk; they detest him and all his vrac- 
tices. On the other hand the British war makers hold africa, 
India, the Jest Indies and other colonial areas in a cruel bondage 
infinitely worse than the oppression knovm br the negroes in 
anerica", Asonz the 100 signers of the statement, according to 
the urticle, there were the follo.ring from washin ‘ton, D. c.: 


Yew Stutn Veh bid i, menber of the ~ocrdi cf crusvees of 
Ho.ard University 
Mibu. Dibs,-rresident of the wcsninstor Youth «cderation 
Die fe Hef JathaGIh, national ’resident of the Baptist 
nz Peoples Union 
porRRELL, autnor 
. J.0tSOh y Frofessor at Ho:ard University 
a4 Shtre, Secretary of tie Southern hegro Youth 
— © Conference 
HU:;. Je FINLZ .ILSOU, Grand exalted ruler of tne Order 


of =lRs. 


he June 15, 1941 issue of the Daily .orker carries an 

syciele captioned “liezro Concress iiits u.c Urive; backs ‘dcb 

ren'". This article contains a Provorra on of nesro pickets in 
“yont of the .O0i?. in «.shincten, U. 2. led br Professor UOUWY A. 
Ti t600 of tiosard University. ‘The urticle states that tie 

otional Mecre Joncress issue! a statement suvportins the “aaPeu 
‘or jous" a ucveinint deserived as onu to win en iovnent 10r necrocs 
In con.entbin® cn the maren on »wushinztor., 


LI: Jcefe. ise a of austricse 
in part as follows: 


the article states tnut the stutenent reads 
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"yne “ational -esro vonsress welcomes this new develop= 


ment to exercise taass pressure for the above constructive object- 
ives". 
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Tne vune 24, 19,1 issue of the ‘Jashington star contains 
an article captioned "Silent Negro harch to Protest Defense 
Discrimination". The article describes this March in part as fol- 
lows: - "In silence broken only bv the occasional bcat of drums 
colore. citizens, representin7? tne fortv-eirnt states and th 
Jistrict will march here ne:t Tuesday to »rotest discriixination 
acain:t the nesro race in Jiefense jobs. Urders issued today 
ber Oo Ticials os the vetro +-arcin on washinston, we C. located at 


Teal ena vw SbSe, --¢ «we revealed the unusual nature of the denon- 
stration". 
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The June 21, 1941 issue of the Daily “orker contains an 
article under the caption: "Congress Gets Proof of ‘lezro Defense 
ctias". This article states that refusal of the Sperry Cyroscone 
Compan; of Lrooklin:, ew York to nire t:ro hirnvly trained necro 

mvinecrs were wicnt the cases cited rosenty te & von-ression:l 
subeVoriitlee of tie iations:1 Necro Sonsress ond the eationa. * 
soclzvion for tre Advancement of Snlored reonle to vrove that 
Simms with bis defense oraers continued to discrizinate openi: 
against negro workers. The article states that a Congressional 
hearin= «sas held on the Marcantonio Anti-Discrinination Bill 
which would punish acts of discrimination by fines up to $50,000. 
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As an indication of the way the “ational “egro Concress 
follows the Coimiunist Party line, reference is made to the article 
in the vaily .orker dated July 15; 1941 waica was suosesuent to 
Germany's attacl: on soviet sussia, wien the Voruaunist -arty changed 
their volicy revaurding the war. ‘ticre is an editori:l in this 
issue of the vail: worker, under the caption of "The Iegro Peoples 
Stake in the .ar". This editorial states that tne stoteuent or 
23 necro leaders in VJasihincton, urging full eid to the Soviet 
Union :.nd Great Dritain is of cnoriious si:nificence. It statcs 
Liab tue 2ecro p@ople cun be found :saon™ the first tu recoznize 
the ehee:7ved ciuracter of the suronean conflict since t.1ie invasion 
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of the soviet Union and will see the world=ide danrers inherent 
in HivLui's attaci: unon the strong.iold of racial enuality andi 
freedon. strniis ciitoriul then ouotes the follovrin= portion of the 
statement made by the negro leaders: "It is therefore of vital 
concern to the negro people that HITLER be destroyed and that 
they should give complete support to the President's announced . 
propram of Aid to Britain, the Soviet Union and all other count- 


ries fisntineg HITLIR'S argression",. 
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of interest to snow tne intercst of the Comzunist 
rariuy in the «ational verro vonzress, the follo:vtin: is quoted 
frou case 35 of "tae “eovles Front" written by EYL Laid.vuEk, 
General Secretar; of the Caxunist rarty, wee and cublished b. 
the International Publishers in 1938, — "Significant prorress has 
been made in building a united front of struggle for nezroes' 
liberation. The National lesro Congress, which met in Chicago 
in February (1936) and established a permanent organization 
found t::2 correct road = = = tne nersro peonle have Learned to 
e:mect cni deaani of the Co:zsunists the sreatest sensitivity of 


vit@ir crobless", 
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ierurcdin? tae .ashinston vouncil of tae ational “erry 
vonsress, tne official publication of this affiliate of the 
wavsonad Negro Congress is a bound mimeogrephed leaflet entitled 
\iashington Council gery which is described as "The organ e-: 
tae washinctvon Council of the National ‘‘esro Congress." The 
editor is .00s 7 [eben aL) and the Assistant Sditor THD -. DaLco. 
It apyesrs to be‘a monthly publication. The June, 1941 “ssue -f 
tii Wiication .cs turned over to the «ashington Field Urfic> 67D 
and appears t3pical of the usual 
issue ol this puctlication. in ons article under the caption of 
"yies Comittee Slanders «erro #ec: le", a Conzress:aun is taken 
to ta. k beeanuse of tie stutement of one of his investigators in 
testif:in: before the cu....ittee to tne erfect vat tie Glenn L. 
wert in job caanaien svonsored Ly the ational Necro Tongzress nad 
as its wurpos? tne infiltration of negro co.munist workers in the 
Alant to sabot:."2 »rocuction rather than to secure jolts for 
ettention to the nic:seling of 


Marine et AR 


A FD 
i> 


$e 
pO, 


os, - 
a. + 
+. 
5. a. ee 


{ 
‘ 


2 
Me 


ne-srocc. Y1uis issuc ulso eulls 


~ ~*. “se - 
’ ‘ ; > * , S$ 
fResinn 


5 
t 
4 
; 
« 
, 
. 
< 
- 
f 
2! 
‘ 
| 
: 
i 
zi 
+ 
< 
S 
Sj 
$: 
<° 
g 
< 
* 
; 
2 


re MP Te Ame, 


wth ht 


> 4° . @& ve. ~ a 
ae Se es oc 


5 we ee ts gO 7 ee 


4 VO! Me. erg he ie. 


ow Wey 2 


=~ Ye 


+ »> ete < . 
WY >.5, Ee e@.e- 


s 
. 
e 


the buiiuins occuried b;7 the CP! and announcei the >i 
takes nlace fron 3245 to 5 peiie CV VY snursda;’. 


SERIES 


~ention is nade in this _uslication of the so-called 
"Perpetual reace Vigil" in front of the \1ite House uncer the aus- 
pices of the american .eace -otilization and solicits help for 
the american Peace Mobilization in "keeping the torch of peace 
burning in front of the ‘ihite House". It will be noted that 
this issue of tne .ublicetion is d3ted vorior to the chanze in 
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olic:s regarding the war br the »ztional Necro Conrress. 
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in w:other-artic.ie in the woove referred to —uvlicaiior 
cowmuent is :zade on those "wao fear :zilitant methods of vrotest" 
anu the statement is made "Je are antagonized!! iezroes cannot 
afford to starve while 'nice people’ go about spreading vood 
vill. «se need jobs?! Jobs are worth fighting for}! ‘e']1 
ficht3? * 
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a copy of tre avove-uescribed puvlication is being 
trans..covcd to the “uréau with their covies of tnis reort. 


Trer ,welicatiors of tu: .ushinsten Council of tue 472? 
ress lozuncd to the washington rield -ffice b;’ 
catain articles on so-called 
ce srutality"”, discrimination against negroes in rsovernment 
jobs «nd civil riv~hts for negroes. These mublications reflect _ 
that meetinzs of the local council are held weelly on ‘tuesday 
eveninzs at S pem. at the YiCA located at 1516 l2th st., Ne. «. 
in washin-ton, Ue. Ue 


he headauarters of tiie local council of tre tationai 

ess are at 717 Florida svenuec, |. .., telexinone -.ichizan 
sill Le otserved that tiese are tne sanc neadzuarvers 

uS ti.ose ‘ised UL.” tine vurent orcanization. 
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and WJ. ... WUiiToi:, addressed "Dear friend" inviting all «mo are a 
terested in aacictine to buile the .ocal orcanization, to atie 

an informal ret-tozetier at the horie of Professor DOK WY i. “TL 850, 

at 1830 loth Strect, i. .i., apartment 32 on Lay 13, 1941. 47D 


Reference is made to the report of Special agent ie 
t Chicago, Illinois dated February 2, 1941 wherein reference 
iS made to the report of official vroceedinss of both the first 
and second isational Nerro Consresses held in Chicaco 
Poilacel.nia, Pa. resnectively. 
' enese Ofiicial nroceea= 
unss Ira. und these corlies are be- 47D 
in; transimttex uréau witn copics of this report. 


Office is maintaining contact with 
d will renort from time to tine 
en: infor.:ation of interest furnished by him regarding the activi- L7D 
of either the local council or the Nutional “erro Concress. 
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June, 1941 issue of .ashinzton Council ~isest 

rhotozranhic copy of official proceedings of 
National Negro Conzress at Chicaso, dated 
February 14, 15 and 16, 1941. 

Pnotosranhic copy of official vroccedinzs of 
Second National Negro Concsress held at Phil«- 
delphia, Pa. October 15, lo and 17, 1941. 
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(, NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS INTERNAL SECURITY = C 


| . _ made available members of the governing 


board of the National Negro Congress, m 
Detroit Council. =. 
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At Detroit, Michigan: 


3 : “On June 5, 1941, while the writer w: 
an interview at the local office of the 
a file was furnished by 


This file contained a lette 


: a 
This letter was written on the National! Negro Congregs, 
Detroit Council stationery, and the letterhead contained the < 

following informations Address of the Detroit > 
Gratiot Aveme, snus re Clifford 3476, C. Le 
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President, and QUILL/PETWAY as Executive Secret : 
Board consisted of the following: / ” Beg 
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hy MET Ma eee” = SUL © ‘ed 


«'  \ JOHN CONYERS, Treasurer TEY(2 BYSP-/ 6% 
NATHATICL SMITH, President, Youth Division it 


\SAMEL FANKOY, Chairman, Trade Union Section 
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. (Detroit file 100-3010) 


, Reverend CHARLESAHILL 
{7 LUKE FENNELL 


ROBERT EVANS. 
ARTHUR PERRY . - 


'\ WALTER CAREY 


It has been determined by the writer as of July, 
1941, that hrc 


HRISTOPHER{ ALLSTON is the Executive Secretary, 
and COLENAN/YOUNG is the Secretary. 


It has also been determined by the writer that the 
National Negro Congress has been working with the Detroit 


Youth Assembly on the problem of Negro discrimination in 
Detroit, and it is known that C. LeBRON SIMMONS has been to 
numerous meetinss in the office of the Detroit Youth Assembly. 
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citizens! Committee hitne’ Police Pru-ality,- 
* a committee set up by gente, Negro Con— 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


gress, held a parace, hington, De Ce, Sep= 
tember 14, 1941, DORKEYJVILKERSG:, Negro, ai- 
-lered sotsrious Cemmnis:, and wees STRANGE, 
Nesress, very active in the alleged fonts in 
Washinzton, De C., were the main infltences be- 
hind the demonstration, License rumters and the 


identity of individuals participating in tne pa-~ 
rade are hereinafter set out. 
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September 9, 1941, at ee De Ce 
.. - AT WASHINGTON, D. y 
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A parade by the Citizens' Committee Against Police 
Brutality, wiich is e committee set up by the National ivezro 
Congress, was held in Washington, De Ce on September 4, 1941, 
- @s anrounced at a reeting on the previous Sunday at the. Ketro— 


reaitan Baptist Cnurch at which place a police brutality meetings 
‘on nae by the same orranization. 
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_ The wr: or called the National Negro Congress and . 
Scaaes of the secretary o identified herself as DOROTHY 
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Bed 


De Ce = 1941 115-150 


76-672 
1£0=528 
152=726 
16706 
110-507 


150-573 
17 les. / => 
121-37 5 
166-213 
144-004 


105~757 


21-843 


140-612 
47-206 
117-139 


a HOWARD, 
OT 


ae’ 


1C9 G St., kK. U Sen Ret :, hie 


ITE, 1214 Lamont St.,, ¥ 
%59 QO Place 


4913 Astor 5  _e 


FRANK L2<NORRIS 3.1432 S St., Ne We 
(truck) WALTER SLOTH, 1125 19th St., 


Ne We 


This truck carried a banner, 


"In memoriam 63 police victims." 


ROBERT TJARIAX,. 


a EITSCIER, 1505 Olive st., Ne 


“ARIUS, $25 25th Place, N. E 
- BEVERLYZFIELSS, 


254 13th Ste, Ne Ee 


'§021 E St., Ne Ee 


CHARLES“PORDOZA, 1724 U Ste, N. We 
JOHN*STUDVENT, 348 K Ste, Ne We 
(taxi cab) Senator cab, driven by 
a Negress with marcelled hair, being 
about 5' 4" tall, 140-145 weight. 
NORA Le YTRMS, “401 P Ste, Ne Ve 
a Es“CnILDRESS, “133 D St., Se 


WILLIE HM.” JOHISON 


~ 


1621 B St. »N. & es | 


179—1 22 rt 


DRE BELTON, 1313 5 


Rermoos’ Ne We 


ol 


154-546 


RACHEL E. and GAB 


Sherman’ Ave.,: N. , 


ye 


(dealer) Coastin Auto Sales, Ince, 

‘407 Florida Ave., Ne Eo 

This car was driven by @ Negro ap- 
proximately 30 to 35 years old, 

5*' 5", 140 pounds, and he was ac- 
companied by three other unidentified 
Negroes 

ALLA’! J. PERKINS, 1306 Connectiat Ave., 
Ne We 

FRIDDY BURTON, 931 13th St., Ne Eo 

AUG TH 1315 6th Ste, Ne Ee 
“FENRY*P 9 Pp St., “Ne Ee a >. 4 
EUGENE P¢ NEAGLE, $620. hock Creek 
Church ad, Ne We 

Model A, 1931 Ford Sedan ae Sie 
make uninom but was painted gray color. 


) Ag =. Gm... attended « rally 
held at the park located at U Sts., Ne We, at Wnich 
time they identitied DOXEY WILKERSON as chairman of the meeting 
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individuals on the speakers' platform who s 


> who 
Revwy. DfT, Bibleway Church/ 1128 New Jersey Ave., (this 
individualidid not speak, but 


a¢ee 


were a few Jewish girls whom the writer has seen on various 
occasions at other alleged Communist Front functions and they, 
too, were endeavoring to influence Negroes to participate 
in the parade. 


It was asce 


neC 


o v y © a ana ji woUuree 
the parade and that 
did participate were 


nat no individuals from 
s, N. We, were engaged in 


| believed that those who 57D 
om across town. 


The cars which occurred at this point were the 
following: 


De Ce wa 1941 106-947 
rt 1 


WALTER] SMITH, 1125 19th Ste, Ne We 
149-707 PEARL F.#THOMAS, ol12 New Hampshire 
Ave.e, Ne fle 
n 113-163 JOSEFH Sf Sonora, 30 i’ Ste, Nehe 
" . 161-015 DOXEY A. *WILKEKSGi, 


1830 L6th Ste, hehe 
At the rally held at the commencement of the parade 


it was noted that the chairman of the meeting was DOXEY 
WILKERSON, alles:e.. notoricus iegre Communist in che District 


f Colwavia, and employed at Howard University.Those other 


were as fol- 
lows: HENRY THOMAS, Negro, connected with 
is notorio 


in Union activities in the District of Columbia; 


CIO, and engaged in the act eee of alleged Fronts in the 
Dis}rict of Colunbia;. TRANS ONNER, lawyer and supervisoyfor 
the Citizens! Committee Agdinst Police Brutality; Rev. FRANK 

W. FALSTOCK, Ministers' Alliance, Negro who is connectedjwith 
the alleyed Fronts in the District of Columbia; DOKOTHYRSTRANGE, 
Negress, secretary of the Citizens' Committee Against Police 
Brutality. 


Was present on the platform); 
CRAIG VINCENT, secretary of thg Washington Industrial Council, 


Lidividuals recognized by ne Ariter as sttending 


athe 
the police brutality meeting and who ate al: *llecsec ncvoricus 
Corxzzunists in the District of Columbia are tle following: 


CASEY GUREWITZ;<SHIRLE 


SLOVE, HUDSON YELLS, FLORENCE 
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es cats WEAJHERF ORD, “JACK ZUCKER BERT}.COHEN , MARCELLA 
CPE, CALVIN OUSINS (local distributor for the "Daily 

Bo )» MADALINESMORMAN who is a Negress being about 6' 1", 

150 pounds, slightly red tint in her hair and teeth described 


as being of a “horse" type, who is presently very active in 
the National Negro Congress, 


Many other individuals seen by the writer were present . 
at this meeting, both white and colored. Photographs of these 
were taken the identity of which will be attempted to be made 
known when said photographs are returned from the Bureeu, 


A picture taken by the Evening Star Newspaper of 
the speakers present eat this rally was obtained and the same 


is being maintained in the files of the Washington Field Office, 


There is being forwarded to the Bureau a vledge 
distributed by the Citizens' Committee Against Police Brutality 
to those attending the rally held at 10th and U Streets, N. W. 
Also being forwarded to the Bureau is a copy of the "Labor 
Action" organ of the Yorkers’ Pary of the United States, dis— 
tributec by an unidentified individual at the police brutality 
meeting held on September 14, 1941. It was dcemed inadvisable 
to concentrate upon the contents of the speeches given; however, 
it was determined that they all condemned the police force of 
the District of Columbia, and the time not being spent to note 
the speeches was used in taking photographs of individuals 


known by the writer as being connected with alleged fronts in 
the District of Columbia. 


ENCLOSURES: TO BUREAU 


One copy of the pledge entitled, "I 
Therefore Fledj‘e;" distributed by the 


Citizens' Committee Against Police 
Brutality. 


Cne copy of the “Labor Action," organ 


of the Workers' Party of the United 
Otates. 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THie BALTIMORE FIELD DIVISION 


! gO RNASE, 2°50 


AT BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 


Will determine the orner of the car my) 
participating in the police brutality meet— 
ha h bore 1941 Maryland license tags 
and any additimal information that 


e files of the Baltimore Field Division b7¢ 
mi-ht have concerning that ower, 


THE RICHMOND FIELD DIVISION 


RPE AEE -* 


AT RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


Will determine the omer of the car par- 
ticipating in the police brutality meeting 


whi re 1941 Virginia license tags 
and any additional information 


vnat the files of the Richmond Field Di- 7 
vision might have concerning that omer. b 
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AT WASHINGTQ!, D.C. 


Will, upon the return of the photographs 
taken at the meeting fram the Bureau, at— 
tempt to identify those individuals par- 


ticipating in the meeting held September 
14, 1941, at Washingtom, D. C. 
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Will, if deemed advisable, cover subsequent 


meetings sponsored by tne Citizens' Commit— 
tee Against Police Brutality. 
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Federal Bureau of investigation 


Ynited States Department of Justice 


1300 Biscayne Building 
Miami, Florida 


October 10, 1941 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
washington, D. C. 

y 


nis NATI-OWAL NcoGRt CONGRsSS - 
INTSRIAL SUCUnITY - R 


Dear sir: 


In accordance with Bureau letter of September 
15, 1941, to all Special Azents in Charge, the file on subject 
orgenization in the Liami Field Division has been revicwed 
end the review indicates thut the only action on the part of 
this or,rsznization was thut ccnducted by a negro leader at 
rort waujerdule, Florida. The Sheriff's Office broke up 
this meting ut its inception und it wes disbanded. 


contacted in the report of Special 
Agent dated hiarch 5, 1941, at hiami, Florida, 
will be recontacted for any further information they may 
heve as to the ;resent activities and membership of subject 
Orgenization in iami, and appropriate investigatioa will 
be instituted ut Urlundo, Taipa, Jacksoaville end Fensacola, 
Florida, to determine whether any negro organizations have 
be_-n active in these areus aad whether tney have any con- 
nection with subject organization. 


Very truly yours, 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: | Northwest Tenants League, branc!: of 
the, National Lhecro Congress, held 2 
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Aoi, colored, of the llousirg Comaittee, 
VeleC., from Chicago; LOUIS .iLLIias, 


colored, President of gchar Pavers 
Union, C.1.0.3; Sex.u.ua1.0 aARD, memer of 
the Coordination l.ousins Conmittee, smoke 
at the mectin.c. Fusther isvectication 
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ere CHiuilis S. Nis, ccacred, of ti.2 s.ousing Com 
mittec, Uv. I. be, from Ciicisc, tre 1e2t Epsicer, stresse 
ue see for orvenizaticn, statis. that this cit: is Lagvzing 
fer beizind in contrivins means of xeetins the housing problen. 
iiew York and Philadelphia have numerous organizations designed 
to alleviate unvholesome conditions that have had an amazing °'' 
success. They now dictate their own terms to the landlords, 


AS a result, tenants live better and landlord profiteering has 
declinec, 
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LCUIS iTLLLAS, colored, oresident of the Street. 
Pavers Union, C, I. O., gave a brief sketch of some of the con- 
ditions as he had found them in his investigation cf the nous 
33.7 rroblems i.ere in the District of Columbia. an irstance ws 
12 a8 inn whos seo op 2 TU:@ Foor |.cuse w:.ici: formers; rested £ = 
his. bitg tard Wa.2Chi 3.0 icuSeS 4S OLrse:.s 
a Naan cL sow OF Bate veernes 
7350ci: te: wits. t%.ose destitute wiie abou! ere in tus , gistrict 
wl Colusbia. “Zhe landloru was eviuently 2 low tyoe of fellow 
who would gamble with tne tenants and lose so much that fre- 
quently tne heat, electricity and water were shut off. On 
april 26, 1941 all those at this address we:e evicted by the 
U. S. kurshal's office as a clissax to mismanc:ement arn miscart 
duct cn the part of the landlord. The property is owmed by 
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lincloré sé:o maies & practice of busin: cold houses and Maine 
cne rou avartiie::ts from the origi::t ccsicn, oad finished re- 
arrun“iry, it, tre income wus stl per wee. 2: dovsn't like 
children about the premises and on ome occis.on removed the fire 
ri.ture frog the rvom wieie &@ youn? ert st 12.4. Sisaate We." 
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bir. SEYLOUR HOWARD, the only white person present, 
and a member of the Coordination housing Committee, raised 
his slencer "six foot" frame to its fullest height and ina 
voice ad manner of speaking befitting a Casper wilctoast, 
ne witl the blind €.ipression of iap hopnes, both of comic 


stri: fame, beva: repectin= :‘miut Ue icrevicus speukers hic 
alreuc: voiced, 


‘we I.» asain 


If nis speech was intended to summarize those made 
before, the summary received a poor rendition. , 

a Reverenc CDI., member of the housing investis ation 
comaittce, was .ot present, but it was explained ti.at anyone 
330 WiSwG to m3. @ Conniairt tc him could Teucn hiss at the 
Lote: virect sranch i! tise SescoVesies H23G OY ..60b<.1.°S Of 
Line wertivwest Tenant's Leacue Lave ~ccit hele in the nase. 

-re TAYLOi closed the meeting by announcing that” 
tne next meeting of tiie horthwest Tenant's s Leapue would take- 
place wednesday, tay 7th, 8:00 P.u. at the Garnet Patterson . 
school, lOth and U Sts., is, we 


atiacned is a leaflet passed to the audience at the 
acetange " 
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Due to ti.e fact tnat the above re ort refiectec that 
ree dws aks Taal! stuvec that the borthvest rerant's veazue 
is & Lranch or the ational .egro voncress, further investic2- 
tion i “1arding tnis orzaniz:.tion wili be revortcd in the file 
entitiacd PaTIChal ioGikie Ci.GssS, .ashington rield cflice fire 
LOOM O19, tnd the file on the northwest Tenant's Learue will be 
cs onslicred cicsecd. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVeSTIGATION 


This Case Origanated At KNOXVILLE, TENE SSSS File No, 100-104 


Report Made at Date When Made | P2riod For Report lade By 47°C 
OCT 21 1941 Which wade 


Title Character of Case 


NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


- 2 yk 
’ ? ey 


Review of files and investigation reveals no 
known activities of NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


in the Knoxville Ficld Division, 
a Coe 


Bureau 


toletyrc dated 12-17-40, concerning 
United Fron 


t organizaticns. 


C7 < 
Jouine investigation was conducted by Special agent 
and is reported in a memorandum in the Knox- 
on United Front Organizations: 


The fcllcewing persons were contact:¢ rzgarding any informa- 
tion they nignt nieve concerning activities cf the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


in the Knoxville Ficld Division, with negative results: 


a 


PS DRC trarre 


Ariraved and 2cial agent 
Forwarded: Xa QR in Charre 


a 


Copies of This ReporALL [!*Ti eT HOM CONTE! 


Dsiypny HERS: SISLASSIFIE! 


— (1. File LOO NPE 4/24/24 RY 5/-/ 


~ ares 


wran7 


GD 02502 city, Tennessee. 
SD =. 5 ciey, 


Te NnnesSCe.s 


arter County, clizabethtcn, 
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washington County, 
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Kacxville, Tennessee 


-_ ve 12 


‘neorville, 


CNMESSEL. 
C252 icentity is mum t2 vc $77 


Burcau) 


City dircctscries at Johnson City, Bristcl, Kingsport, and 
Knoxville, were search-:d withcut results fcr the name NATIONAL NEGRO CONGSSSS. 


The f-livwing investiyation wes cunductcd by the writer: 
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Tie Lp llowiry perscns Were interviuwed c.ncernin. p-ssible 
activities -f£ the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS : 
With ropative results. Sach person interviewed was :f the -pinicn that th: 
~rpanization was mot active li: Chattan. 72 cr vicinity. 
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On 7/2/4 stated that there is no NATIONAL 
NEGRO CONGRESS in the Milwaukee Area, According to 


there is a Communist organization in Milwaukee, but it is not called 
the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS. According te 


there {s no NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS in the State of Wisconsin, but tnes 77 
Communist Party has a Negro Branch established in Milwaukee, [| 


. 
- 


: , nl , +. et 
PO a EAD (sR aL 
Set Mee gaged S BO 8 Tsay ee 


Pee ; 
a — 


eT 


Bad Pa 
:“ Ye SS 
Maa 2 J am. 


*«*» Bets 


oe 


— wer FE 6 oe 


eee eee: 


_ ) ‘ °3X we TE 
-_ & = «| 

Spectal agent 
~ in Charge Do mot erite in spaces beltos 


5 - Bureau Y 


1 - Boston (Information) 


2 -' Cleveland (Information) 
e@- New York 


3 - Milwaukee (100-894) 


JUL 19 1956 4’ 


“oved 


‘tes sade: 


- 


$ 
. 
é 
. 

x 
% 
‘ 
= 
> 
> 
¢ 
> 
< 
= 
¥ 
4 

> 
> 


“» pd a dg “° +1 . 
“MSN Calle 88 


ee 


» dah 


i,%' 


ae ae . 


“ele ay 


ae é ‘Ss he A | NI +2 ee 
‘ , 


o*s Pues? 


FORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
14109 BYS “65°45 


eh A ee 


» verty of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and 
“3 @gency to which loaned. 


Reither it mor its contents are te be distributed outside 


WU. S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1955 O— 344750 
ete teme aee ° ue 


, 

= “2 . m Ad * . > ie *. e pe " . - . “. * *~” y 
, = o's @ “. - Pe, bog ~~ ® oe 7 > oe” _ r 4 > -. ca - a «6 " ya : : i OD -? Se ’ a re 
el Ne ee PR ae . an -" al ad ™ * : ™ 


- 
“ : - = - -~—_ ee . roe oe - eS — _— * — _—- 
< = . : — - . > x a“ 
“~~ *2@ — a o-_ i a . | eo. a . *- «* ht Raita SMe alk ee wes waa -—- —~| —~r Perr aee _ ? ; ~ 4 wErwrr . a 


Bureau teletype dated 12/17/40. 
At MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


In the report written by Special ny 
dated 7/2/41 ¢ af 2 as ‘ et. Ree On > 6 
s note 47D 


of the WISCONSID . 


OMFERENCE ON SUCIAL LEGISLATION, stated that there is no MATIONAL -:'- are : 
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. : 


NEGRO CONGRESS in the Milwaukee Area, | 
On 4/3/41, as... resides a {aD 
EE stated that there is a Communist cie- 
ment among tre resroes in Milwaukee, thet this organization cane 
‘ dn through the organization called theYNATIONAL ADVANCEMENT OF COLO 
. PEOPLE, and it is no* kmw es tne NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS. — 
~ stated that this organization has made very little headway in the 


colored district, and trat their meeting place is : 
Milwaukee, which is thc residence of L 
- <. 
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#7D 
"MEGRO LIBERATION by JAMES A, ALLES, ean oa 


ee 
“endl 
By 
‘s 


Published by International Publishers,381 Pourth ‘ane.: ¥.Y.- se; 


"According to this pamphlet, six points are emphasized 
as follows: 


we 


1 = Unlike other oppressed peoples today, the American Negroes were 
the chattel slaves of the oppressing nation. This historical factor 
thens the persistency of the *white superiority® idea and heightens t 


atmosphere of social ostracisn, -; 


2.- The Black Belt is situated within the territory of the United 
States as a whole and the masses of the oppressing nation live in 
close proximity to the oppressed negroes. The ruling classes, tkere- 
fore adopted specially severe methods to separate the whike toiling 
masses from the Negross in order to prevent a fighting alliance, Th? 
together with the first factor, explains the special sharpness of al) 
methods of Soreees - Jin Crow, segregation, lynching, etc. | 


3- Industrialisation has affected the Black Belt (airectiy ent in~ 

directly) more than it has affected most colonial countries, creatin, 
a provortionately large Negro proletariat, which together with the wi 
proletariat, is in a favorable position to influence and lead the Ne, 


people as a whole, 4 


4 - The monopoly capitalist, through the credit system and their tru 
have complete control of agriculture and industry in the Black Belt 
and reterd the development of a Negro bourgeoisie, much more complet 


and more easily than in colonial countries, 


5 - As @ result, the Negro bourgeoisie has no major industries of it 
own and tut few large landowners, Its upper section can exist only 
@ parasitic capacity within the negro community. 


100-894 


56 - fhe. mass migrations of negroes from the south during and after 
the world war have remilted in the formation of a large negro mino- 
rity in the north, which is treated es an oppressed national minority, 
A powerful sedion of the negro working class is located in the north, 
This resultgopn the one hand, in widening the base of the Negro middle 
class; on the other hand, because of close association with the more 
developed northern working class and the growth of class solidarity, - 
it results in strengthening the decisive revolutionary class in the = ..:: . 
struggle for Negro liberation. — The struggle against the southern | 
reactionaries within the Democratic Party involves, among other things, 
the fight for a federal anti-lynching bill; the task of winning full 
denocratic rights for negroes is essentially part and parcel of the 
fight ageinst reactions....There exists the closest connection between 
the struggels and demands of the Negro people and the struggles and de 

- mands of the labor and progressive movements, This vital connection 


serves to overcome separatiam, It creates a favorable basis for the 


closest unity between the negro people and the working class and its 
allies, : ; , 


. 


"According to JAMES S. ALLEN the white and negro workers 
must struggle together for the right to hold meetings, to organize ani 
strike, against the restrictions placed on voting, for the right to run 
their own candidates in elections, etc, Communism strives to bring the 
peoples of the world closer together, to unite them into larger and 
larger states, The Commnist Party of the United States strives to 
unite the negro toilers and the white masses of the country, but this 
objective cannot be reached until the negroes have the freedom — which 
they do not have now — to enter of their ow free will and without 


coercion into such a union, They mst first have the right to choose 
before we can say that they have chosen freely. 
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SJAMZS S,. ALLEN states that through the NATIONAL NEGRO 
COLGRESS many labor and middle-class orgenizations are beginning to 
cooperete in a movement for Negro rights and in an effort to establish 
close working bonds with the labor and progressive movements of the 
country. This turn of events has been largely encouraged by the advances 
in the labor movement, particularly in the organization of the C.I.0, 
of millions of workers in the basic industries, many of whom are negroes. 
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"Reference from pamphlet entitled, "OLD JIM CROW HAS GOT 70 Gof, 
- writéen by HENRY WINSTON. Published ty NEW AGE PUBLISEERS, P, 0, 
Box $28, Station D, New York City, March, 1941. 


372 
‘according to (MED this panphiet 
is distributed by the Communist Party among the negro population. 
Under the subtitle of 'Hitlerite Race Policy’, it is stated that the 
discrimminations against the negro workers is a fixed policy of the 


trustees and corporetions., The Executive Secretary of the NATIONAL ~ 
WEGRO CONGRESS in Los Angeles, ROBERT S, ROBINSON, protested the 


discrimination policy, which is being used by GERARD TUTTLE, Industrial 
Relations Manager of VULTEE AIR CRAFT, 


"It is stated that joint action by locals of the C.1.0. 
end the A.F. of L., and the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS succeeded in forcing 
the managemént of Douglas Aircraft to reverse this policy of discrimi- 


The CIO and A, F¥. of L. locals are 
also resolved to break down these discriminatory barriers in Vultee, 


' nation and hire negro workers. 


"It is stated that the reluctance to hire negro workers 

is due to the vropaganda of the employers and the work of the agents 

of the employers in the labor movement, This is especially true of the 
top leadership of the A. F, of L. as symbolized by GREEN, WOLL, 
HUTCHESOL, etc., who pursue a Jim Crow policy in a number of unions. 

It is stated that: *The real attitude of labor is best expressed by 

the militant unions of the C.1.0. and the progressive locals of the A. 
F. of L., which have orgenized throusands of Negro Workers on the basis 
of complete equality. Jt is stated that the Negro youth are beginning 

to understand that the fight for jobs, equality of job opportunity, can 
be achieved only by fighting with the White Workers for higher standards 
both against management and the Administration, and that this can be 
accomplished from the the great labor movement as expresseé by the militent 
unions of the C.I.0. They stated that the ruling circles of this country, 
who pursue a policy of national oppression of the negro people, fear the 
prospect of intermingling 'Colored and white personnel in the same regi- 
mental organization.’ This fear is based not on the premises that it may 
be "destructive to morale" or "detrimental to preparations for national 
defense." What tney fear is that such intermingligg may spill the beens 
end expose the real intent of this headlong drive toward full participa~ 
tion in the present war, They fear a fusion of the common problems, a 


Pe oe iat ntiedl | 
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Fol ae elem TAGs he tilde 


28 SOT Be, ger MNT a PFOA 


' recount of common ‘experience ia eivilian life, a aati collabdere- 
‘tien and understanding between Begro and White, They well know that 
the possibility of such intimate contact may well result in recogni-e 
tion of their common destiny, directed not alone against the present 
war, but against imperialist oppression in general, HEZRY WIESTOH 
states that the enly difference detween President Rocsevilt and the 

Ea Klox Klan ie that Roosevelt speaks in the name of *Hational Defense® 
while the En Klux Kiam spoke of defending ‘White eiviliation, democracy, 
freedcs, culture anf the world order.’ They stated that the vw. 8B. Savy, : 
which is responsible te the comsantier-in-chief ef all arned ferces, 
rigidly forces, rigidly edheres te the discrimination against the 

Hegre populatica, 


*I¢t is stated that the Negroes of American must unite 
their efforts through the NATIONAL NEGRO OCOBGRESS with the JOUNG COM. 
MUNIS? LEAQUEs That the Y.C.Lle is guided by an advanced science of | 
Marxism, ani that the leaders cf this science is put forth ty the 
Commnnist Party of the U.8.4., headed by BAEL BROWER, WILLIAM &, 
FOSTER, ROBERT MINOR, FREDERICK DOUGLASS, and JAS VW, FORD,® 
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toted that during the month of July, 


e man by the name of|GRAVCS (necro), first nane unknown, from Boston, 
Massachusetts, came fo Milwoukee and made an attermot to set up a NATIONAL 


NEGRO CC:}GRESS. 
but that he wes unable to make any headwa; 
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GRAVES had the intention of taking trcings over, which tic not 76,2 
approve of. On the first of August, GRAVES went back to Boston, Iss. 
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‘F.veral Bureau of Inbestigution 


al. 3, Department of dustice 


1200 Tower Petroleum Bldg . 
Dallas, Texas 


October 1, 1941 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Re: ONEGRO ACHIEVEYENT ASSOCIATION OF AKERICA 
'*. NaGRO CONGRESS OF AMERICA 
= NDGRO YOUTH CONGRESS | 
‘NEGRO RACE CONGRESS | 
NEGRO EMPLOYEES ASSN. OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS 
“COLORED SERVICE \OR\ERS LEAGUE 
' “NEGROES AGAINST WAR COLSMI TTEE 
“ NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
INTERNAL SECURITY = C 
Dear Sir: 


There is enclosed for the Bureau a negative photograph of 


— It is suggested that prints be made of this negat) and 
at two copies be furnished each field office in order that eas 
be identified in the event he approaches some office as an ormant. £7CD 
} 


For the information of o which have not received 
copies of reports in this casc, 


furnished alleged information C.ias oug 
» concerning the captioned case, 
res O 1s 6) ensive investigation ms conducted by 


this and other field offices. During st, 1%1, it was ascer~ 
tained that the information furnished as fictitious, and afl. 


the captioned case was closed. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


/ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where — 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) (L/ ( F J)tlL] with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


‘vias 


[_}) Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to vou or the subject of your request. 
[_}] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


[-} Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 


be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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ALi herds. 


SAC ALBANY 
ATLANTA 
BALTIMORE 


BIRMINGHAM 


BOSTON 
BUFFALO 
BUTTE 


CHARLOTTE 


CHICAGO 


CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 


DALLAS 
DEKVER 


DES MOINES 


Dear Sir: 


October 22, 194); 
4, 


DETROIT 

EL PASO 
GRAND RAPIDS 
HONOLULU 
HOUSTON 
HUNTINGTON 
INDIANAPOLIS 
JACKSON 
JUNEAU 
KANSAS CITY 
KNOXVILLE 
LITTLE ROCK 
LOS ANGELES 
LOUISVILLE 


Re: NEGRO ACHIEVEMENT ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA; 


MEMPHIS RICHMOND 

MIAMI ST. LOUIS 
MILWAUKEE ST. PAUL 
NEWARK SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW HAVEN SAN ANTONIO 
NEW ORLEANS SAN DIEGO 

NEW YORK SAN FRANCISCO 
OKLAHOMA CITY SAN JUAN 
OMAHA SAVANNAH 
PHILADELPHIA EEATTLE 
PHOENIZ SIOUX FALLS 
PITTSBURGH SPRINGFIELD 
PORTLAND WASHINGTON, D. C. 
PROVIDENCE QUANTICO 


NEGRO 


CONGRESS OF AMERICA; NEGRO YOUTH CONGRESS; NEGRO 

RACE CONGRESS; NEGRO EMPLOYEES ASSN. OF FORT 

WORTH, TEXAS; COLORED SERVICE WORKERS LEAGUE; 

NEGROES AGAINST WAR COMMITTEE; NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Information has been received in the above- 


entitled matters to the effect that an extensive in- 
vestigation was conducted by the Dailas and other Field 
Offices as a result of information made available by 


CEE 22 ch bee been 
etermined to be de ictiti 


initely of a fictitious nature. 


I am transmitting herewith two copies of this 


individual's photograph for identification purposes in 


the event he approaches your Office as an informant in 
any of the above-entitled cases. 


Very truly yours, 


fo. Miiitus 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


- - 


zeorral Bureau of inuestigation 


United States Departincnt of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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October 16, 1941 


FRR sCJ i 
MEMORANDUM FOR }'r. WANNER 


J 
w3 MATIONKAL NECHO COIG2ESS 
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a menorancur dated September 30, 1941, containing information 


taren from verious issues of "The€\vommunist" magezine concern- 
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yy ee de 
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ing the above organization. 


espectfully, 


X ; ' 
Re & MeIntire. 
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September 30, 1941 
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NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


The following is a quctation taken from an article styled "The 
Party of Lenin and the reople's Front," by Earl Srowder, appearing in 
"The Communist" for rebruary, 1956, page 125: 


~ . '* oo 
‘; ~ Je ’ . Ww . 


"hiready we can see the line of the Seventh tiorld Congress 
taking shape amon. the masses in this country. Lenin's teach- 
ings live and grow in the mzss movement for united action 
against fascism and war, for the protection of the interests 
of the people. ‘se see it in the growing movement for a 
Farmer-Labor Party. 1»e see it in the great movement for in- 
dustrial unionism, headed now by the Comittee for Industrial 
Organization, for the organization of the basic industries, 
and for a more powerful ana militant trade-union movement. 

»& Saw it in the past weeks in the freat Corgress Against war 

erd Fascism in Cleveland, where representatives of over 

3,000,000 people, including those of over 600,000 trade 

vnionists, gethered around a fighting program. fe see it in 

the movement for the protection and liberation of the Negro 
people, such as the move for the coming National Negro Congress 
and the broad united front defense of Angelo herndon and the 
Scottsboro Boys. ‘Je see it in the Leftward strivings of the 
members and followers of the Socialist Party, which move, even 

if slowly, toward a united front with the Communists, as part 

or an ever—broader united front. We see it in the amalgamation 

of the student organizations into the new and significant American 
Student Union. .e see it in the greet American Youth Congress, 
which is sweeping into its orbit the youth messes of all 
progressive tendencies throughout the whole country. * * * * 
These, and a hundred other evidences, show that the policy of 
Lenin, expressed in the Seventh ‘orld Conzress, arises out of 

the decpest needs of the masses or the United States and the 
whole world." 
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The following quotation is taken from an article styled "Build 
the National Negro Congress Movement," by James W. Ford, contained in 
"The Communist" for June, 1936, pages 554, 555 and 560 and 561: 


"It must be made clear, however, that we Communists, 
together with all sincere and militant forces, must take the 
lead in developing the strug:.le ageinst all capitalist at- 
tacks on the Negro people, 


mnhere is the basic work of Communists at the present 
moment? Cur most important task is to lead the masses in 
Strug,le for their immediate needs, economic, political, and 
social. In the course of these struggles we are to bring 
forward the progran of the Party on the Negro question, pre- 
paring for the struggle to eliminate national oppression and 
for complete equality, the destruction of the plantation system 
in the South, the right of self-determination in the slack 
Pelte %.e must revive the best traditions of the legro people 
and honor their highest aspirations, their national feelings, 
and desire for cultural expressicn, 


he ak ee ee . 


mmut to be able to do this effectively it is necessary to 
give the greatest attention to immediate needs. Such strug¢-les 
as we state above can be carried on only by developing the 
broadest united front around immediate needs; equal rights, etc. 
This has always beer our objective. 
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"The hatioral Council of the i.atioral Negro Congress is 
troadly representative of orgarizations ard political opinion. 
The Council consists of 75 members, of whom less than 10 are 
Communists. 
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me Communists must organize ell our forces to render 
creat assistance to the National Negro Congress in carrying 
out its program. we should organize all our fractions and 
guide them in their work in the various organizations in which 
there rey be rarty members. If we develop systematic work on 
the basis of our concentration policies in the various Negro 
communities and carry on a fight against sectarian methods of 
vork, we shall ve able very socn to fultil the task of develop- 
ing a broad people's front among the Negro people in the United 
States against fascism and war and for the liberation of the 
Negro people." 
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The following is taken from an article entitled "Problems of 
Party Growth in the New ‘ork District,’ by Max Steirberg, appearing in 
"The Communist" for July, 1956, page 647: 
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"In the field of our general Negro work, we must note 
the splendid achievements in developing the united front of 


the Nezro and white people around the National Negro Congress, 
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wuoted below is a portion | of an article entitled "Uniting the 
Negro People in the People's rrent, " by James ls. Ford and appearing in 
"The Communist” for Aujust, 1937, pages 726, 727 and 734: 
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mye aim to unite the Negro people in strug::le for their 
full and equal rights, for manhood status, for the fullest 
cultural advancement=--to unite the Negro people as a part of 
the reople's rront for democracy and peace, 


we Communists are very much concerned with building the 
National Negro Congress, 


"In order to build the Party anong the Negro people and to 
extend the united Negro People's Front, it is necessary to re- 
new our struggle for the immediate and elementary needs of the 
Negro people already outlined in the beginning. Our Party mst 
Stand out in the independent fishts of the Negro people."® 
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The followiny qvotaticn is taken from an article entitled "Unite 
the Negro People for the People's Front," appearing in "The Communist" for 
November, 1937, page 1038: 
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"...eeethe Communist Party must render assistance to, and 
take an active and leadinse part in building, the United Negro 
People's Front. .e should aim (1) to unite the Negro people 
for full and equal rights, for manhood status, and for cul-— 
tural advancement, ani (2) to unite the i:ey:ro Feople's front, 
as expressed in the ] ational Negro Conyress and b; the Sipht 
that is cor.stantly carried on ty various organizations of the 
Negro people, as a part of the «eople's ifront. in the United 
States ayainst reaction and war, for democracy and peace. 
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"Eoth lecally and nationally, the warmest relations are 
to be established between the membershio and leaders of the 
Communist Party and the meu.bership and leaders of the progressive 
organizations of the Negro people. The interest of carrying out 
our policy and of broadening the National Negro Congress move- 
ment requires systematic, sustained and fraternal collaboration 
vith outstanding hepro organizations, particularly the National 
fssociation for the Advancement of Colored People, the Netional 
Urban Lee;ue, the 'letional Colored .omen's Federation, and 
Similer organizations." 
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There is cuoted bclow a portion of an article entitled "Rally the 
hegro ‘asses for the Democratic Frontl" by James W. Ford, contained on pages 
267 and 268 of "The Communist” for March, 1938: 
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w....ethe role of the ational Negro Congress becomes of ut=- 
most importence for use The Congress does not receive sufficient 
Support fror. us. It is still week orjanizationally. It needs 
to se tuilt. fnd it is uy to the Communists to do their share 
in helping to build it. 


"Jur Communists must become the most active and enthusiastic 
workers in the Nationel Negro Conzress. te have recruited 3,000 
Negro members into the Party during the Party Building Campaign. 
ve must see that the best of these comredes are utilized for 
work in tke National Necro Congress." 


ihe followin, quotation is texen from an article entitled "vraft 
Cenventicr sesolutions," contained in "The Comnunist" for April, 1938, 
page 357: 


"The role of the Party as the vanguard and organizer of the 
messes, viorking systematically for winning, a leading position, 
must tc «ffectively strengthened. In this connecticn, far more 
attention shall be devoted by the Central Committee and district 
committees to improvin; the political cuality of the daily work 
and orjaricational activities of rarty menbers in tl.c trade unions 
(Ae Fe OF + as vell as C.I.0.), in the /merican League for Peace 
and Democracy, the ..orkers' Alliance, Anericai Youth Congress, 
National Negro Conj:ress, in the farm, cultural, reli,ious, profes- 
sional and other organizatiozs, and in the mass organizations 
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"of the national proups. In order to contribute more ef- 
fectively to the building end consolidation of these organi- 
zations and movements, and to win the complete trust and 
confidence of the vrogressive leaders and ell members of 
these organizations, the Party members in these organiza- 
tions must more consistently assume their share of all the 
responsicilities involved in tuilding 6rd promoting these 
Organizetions.* 
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There is sutmitted below a portion of an article entitled 
"Problems of Euilding the Democratic kront,™ by Robert F. Hall, 
District Organizer, District 17, appearing in "The Communist" for 
July, 1938, page 658: 


"...our Party should recognize the increased pos=- 
sibilities of support among Negro youth for a democretic 
front. The Southern l:egro Youth Congress has becore the 
movement which Lest represents the democratic aspirations of 
tne hegro youn; vecple of the South. Its recent conference, 
representing 355,000 Southern Negro youth, raises the issue 
that is of most vital concern to the Negro people—the ques- 
tion of the right to vote. The building of the Southern 
Negro Youth Congress would strengthen tremendously all of 
the forces of the democratic front among the hegro people 
of the South and help to defeat the Southerr Tories." 
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The following quotation is taken from an éerticle entitled 
"New Wetrods of Folitical 'ass Orgenizetion," by Wiliiam Z. Foster, 
appearing in "The Communist" for rebruary, J]939, page 143: 
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"The essential points of the program for such 2 move- 
ment—a democratic front legislative movemert for recovery, 
security, democracy ani peece--are, as we have cmphasized 
previously, alrcady set forth in one form or another in the 
progressive features of the policies of President Koosevelt, 
in the legislative programs of the state Democratic Party 
Platforms in washington, California and ltichigan; in the 
legislative program of tiie C.I.0., many State Federations of 
Labor, L.N.P.L. and the workers Alliance; in the procrems 
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"of the Minnesota Farmer=—Lebor Party, the Washington Commor=— 
wealth Yederation, the American Youth Congress, the National 
Negro Congress and the Southern Human Welfare Conference in 
a number of peace organizations, such as the American League 
for Peace and Democracy end tke Committee for Concerted 
Peace Efforts, and are presented in a more rounded out and 
complete manner in the election platform of our National 
Committee." 
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( 
eral Surcrau of fuurstigation 


{United States Departiuicnut of Justice 

. Vashineton, D. C. 

~ JFD 320. 
190-949 November 7, 1941 
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wats 


Director 
Federal Lureau of Investication 
Vashington, D. C. 


RE:CNATIONAL MEGRO CONGRESS; 
NiERKAL SECURITY - C 


-nce is made to the report of Snecial Azent 


, teshinston, D. C., dated Septenber 29s 1941, L7C 
in t).c above entitled case. “ 


There are transmitted herewith the enclosures listed 
on Pare 16 of that revort which through an inadvertence were 
not forvarded to tne Bureau at the time of the submission of 
the renort. 


Very truly yours, 
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Se K. NeK&s 
Special Avent in Ms. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES!IIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK CITY FILE NO. 100-63 


REPORT MADE AT . - DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
4 


| PIRUINGHAY 1/6/41 _ | 5/22;10/15/42 a CC B67 


~\ 


“NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS LYTERNAL SECURITY = C 


ol ere or rere Investigation conducted at Montgomery and 


Mobile, Ala., fails to reveal any activities 
of instant organization. Pamphlets published 
by instant group forwarded Bureau. 


RUC 


REFERENCE: Re 7 of Special Agent (Birmingham, 27 € 
4/1/4l- | 


DETAILS: AT LONTGOLIRY, ALA.: 
ine following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent in connection with instant orsanization with 


negative results. ‘the following individuals were contacted in the 
course of that investigation: 
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: y Urpanization oO e National Negro 
Conz 2reSs to meer the League of "Struggle for Negro Rights. A copy 


of this booklet has been transmitted to the Bureau. 
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The Birmingham office is also in possession of a release 
of the National Negro Congress News, which as has the address of 
the National Office 717 Florida Ave. NW, Washington, D. C. 


It also 
sets out the ——— names of the officers of the publication: 


wre a . 


axiys a, Pres. 
—_ Po IS, Secy. 
U. SIZSOj TATE, Treasurer. 


_ JULIUS BOSTICK, Financial Secy. 
GEORGE BAWMURPHY, Jx., Administrative Secy. 
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This release, No. 23, dated 7/8/41, dealt with such matters 
as the Negro Congress reouest for investigation of the killing of 


negro draftees by Military Police, the Anti-Discrimination Bill the 


> 
negro boycott of the Noxzema Chemical Co. products, and the struggle 
over Jim Crow conditions at Coney Island. 
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A copy of this is not being 
forwarded to the Bureau in view of the fact that it is doubtless already 


in the possession of copies of this publication. 
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: ecvised as of this 
thet the ational ie-ro toucvN vomerence is to be held in 
Te Ce, from November 15 throunh WOvember 17, 1941. 
nted that four indivicuals from Atlanta, Geor/7ia 
cnnins to \attenc_as representatives of the Southern ligt 
Conrress. DENTALZOOZER, colored, President of thebftlanta 
Federation of t Outhern Nerro Youth Concress, will head the 


Atlanta cele-ation to ‘/ashin-ton. 
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- reports on setup. of National Negro 
/ Congresse Se P¢ A GROSS , President 
JS of National Nezxo Congress, is 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL ——e 
CINCINNATI, OHIO, DATED 9/17/41. 
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In the reference report, the officers and members of the 
National Negro Congreg$s in Cincinnati, Ohio, were set out in so far 
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organization, that the correct name is The Hamilton County National 
Negro Conzgresse The meetings of the organization are held on the 


first Thursday of each month, at 8:00 P.li., at 701 West Ninth ; 3 
Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. ee, Soe" 
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the officers of the organi- 37 Dp 
at the present time were S. P. GROSS (not S. Be 
wGROSS, as set out in the referance report), President; ETHEL 


LEATHEHVOOD, Secretary; HARJ DOWERS \(white), Secretary and 
reasvurer. 3 
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Zz  . as follows with reer to the 
identity of the individuals present at . meeting: 
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e€ attempted to secure an endorseme — 
behalf of the National Negro Congress for MARJORY DOWERS, Gdiseuist 


Party candidate for City Council, Cincinnati, Ohio. The Board, in 
fact, endorsed MARJORY DOWERS, the endorse- 
mert was more or less lip oS, til eit as none of the 


members, with the exception of ETHEL LEATHER/OOD, were very ~ 
enthusiastic about the DOWERS campaign. 27D 


This meeting was held for the purpose oI securing 57D 
wmne affiliation of numerous other colored organizations in Cincinnati, 
hic th the National Nozro Congress. Amonz the anizations 

were th@ GOLDEN EAGLE 
-In. Pi Lal . 4 wW5.i LUN 2 L§S PROGR ks IVE CLUB 4 
and}SILVceR ‘LEAF SOCIAL re each of these 
organizations had over 40: 5 no ion was takon 
further than the discussion as rte their becoming cffiliated with 
the National Negro Congress. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 


THE CINCINNATI FIgL) DIVISION 


% AT WILBERFORCE, OHIO — 


Will conduct a discreet investigation o} 


view them regarding the National Negro Congress. either or both 


are interviewed and show a willingness to give information they § - 
should be fully questioned regarding the background of the National 
Negro Congress, its leaders, purposes, membership and activities. 


All literature available regarding this organization should be 
Securede 
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ang leaders in subject organization. 


Will maintain contacts with 
to report the activities of subject organization. 
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Federal Bureau of luvestigation 
United States Departiient of Justice 
Mashinugton, i). C. 


October 29, 1941 


Tele. Gecm 
eee eee 
Mr. Meese 


RE: NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS Maine Beahen 
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I am transmitting herewith for your information 


@ memorandum, dated October 28, 1941, concerning the above 
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Organization and containing information which appeared in 
various issues of "The | ae magazine. 
Respectfully, 
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Ke fe. McIntire. 
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The following statement is taken from an editorial 
entitled "Review of the lfonth": 


"It is equally beyond dispute that the pioneering 
and trail-blazing work of the Communists has played a 
creat part in opening the road towards the now developing 
broad people's novenent. Our Party as a whole can justly 
take pride — not to rest in self satisfaction - in the 
role it played and is playing in awakening the legro 
people, in helping to organize them, in bringing forth 
such Nesro leaders as Ford and Herndon, and in promoting 
that united and people's front for Negro rights which 
resulted in the creation of the National Negro Congress." 
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Earl Browder in a report to the November Plenum of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party, U.S.A., speaking on 
the subject of the United Front stated: 
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"There is also the rise of the important movement for 
the National Nefro Conzress which rises out of these mass 
developments and which promises to embrace the wide 
masses of Negro people into a powerful movement for Negro 
rishts and Necro liberation. The National Negro Congress 
movement was last month endorsed by the National Executive 
Committee of the Socialist Party. Consequently, there arises 
for our Party a mumber of important political tasks. I vill 


list these briefly: 
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"). To intensify the strugsle for the organization of 
the he;sro workers into the trade unions. To build up the 
videst united tront for the breaking dormm of all barriers 
of discrimination. To develop the struggle for equal access 
to jobs and for Negro equality. 
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"2. To prosecute most energetically the work of 
organizing the Negro farmers, the tenant and sharecroppers, 
to fight for their economic and political demands, and to 
seek to promote the unity of action of Negro and white 


farmers. 


o™ 0 OSAMA y 66 ot - 


"3. To render the utmost support to the Negro Congress 
in order to help it become the people's movement of the 
Nezroes for equal rights and complete liberation. To mobilize 


the masses of white toilers against lynching and all forms 
of jim-crow rule and oppression." 


In a speech delivered at the November Plenum, James JW. 
stated: 
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"These are some of the minimum demands of the program 
around which we can develop and build up a broad united 
front movement. Let us help build the National Negro Con- 
7TeESSeeeeel believe, as I said in the bezinning, that we can 
see a broad movement of Negro people in this country. fie 
see a wide desire for a united front movement in this 
country." 
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In an article entitled "The Coming National Negro 
Congress" written by James Vi. Ford and A. Wi. Berry, it is stated: 


o 


"The National Negro Congress scheduled to convene in 
Chicago on February 14, 1936, will be another historic 
milepost in the struggles of the Negro people for liberation 
in the United States of America..eece 
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"Congresses of the Negro people are not new in America. 
Sut the character and composition of the 1936 Conzress will 
present something new in the form of working out united efforts 
on a broad scale. 
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"....welcome factors thet vill influence the policies 
of the coming Conress are 
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"(1) tne chancing attitude of the Negro middle class 
and its organizations; 


"(2) the growth of a broad progressive bloc in 
the official trade union movement pledged 
to industrial unionism; 
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"(3) the general united front mass movement of the 
toilers against fascism and war... 


"The general united front movement has had the greatest 
influence among the Negro youth, who, almost everywhere in the 
country, are uniting their organizations to carry through 
prorressive social activity directed against jim-—crowism and 
segregation. A great upsurge has been seen among both white 
and Negro farmers and agricultural workers who have effected 
fizhting organizations during the depression in the heart of 
the reaction-ridden 'deep South'..... 
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"Six demands around vhich the discussions and decisions 
will revolve point out already the main direction to be taken 
by the Congress. We quote from the Call to the National 
Negro Congress: 


"tl. The right of Negrces to jobs at decent living wages 
and for the right to join all trades unions. For the 
right to equal wages and equal labor conditions 
with other workers. For the organization of Negro 
workers with their fellow white workers into demo- 
cratically controlled trade unions. 


Relief and security for every needy Negro family; 
and, for geniune social and unemployment insurance 
without discrimination. 
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Aida to the Negro farm population, to ease the burden 
of debts and taxation; for the right of farmers, _ 
tenants and sharecroppers to organize and bargain 
collectively. 
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A fight against lynching, mob violence and 

police brutality; for enactment of a federal anti- 
lynching law; for the right to vote, serve on 
juries and enjoy complete civil liberty. 


The right of Negro youth to equal opportunity in 
education and in the economic life of the community. 


For complete equality for Negro women; for their right, 
along with all women, to equal pay for equal work; 

for their right to a suitable environment for then 
selves and their children =- an environnent which de- 


mands adequate housing, good schools, and recreational 
facilities; for their right to organize as consumers. 


To oppose war and fascism, the attempted subjugation 


of Negro people in Ethiopia, the oporession of colonial 


nations throughout the world; for the independence 
of Ethiopia.’ 


"Zitn hard work and energy we can be assured that the 
National Negro Congress will be the beginning of a real Negro 
liberation movement, a historic step in the direction of land, 


equality and freedom. Tne Comnunist Party wholeheartedly 
supports the National Negro Congress." 


The following is a quotation taken from an article en 
titled "New Steps in the United Front" written by Earl Browder: 


"It is necessary to say a few words also about the 
problems of broadening the united mass struzgle for Negro 
rights, and what this means for the policy of the Communists. 
the Communist Party is proud of its past work in this field 
and especially of our long and bitter strugzle for the 
Scottsboro boys, for Angelo Herndon, for the organization 
of the Negro sharecroppers, for the carrying 


of mass organi- 
zation and struggle into the dark South..... 


"It is for these reasons that the Communist Party 
believes that <ll its members and sympathizers should 
welcome the initiative that is being taken by a broad 
group of representative Negroes in all walks of life in 
the planning for a National Negro Congress to take place 
early next year. We believe that it is possible for 
this Congress to hammer out a program, acceptable to all 
fighters for Negro liberation, including the Communists, 
vhich we can viholeheartedly support." 
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An article written by Earl Bronder entitled "Recent 
Political Developments and Some.Problems of the United Front" 


stetes: 
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"Another concrete question is the plén for the 
National Negro Congress. This is a beginning, it seens, 
to a real broad united-front aporoach to the Necro 
liberation struggle....eeThe next big step in the struggle 
for Negro rights will be the Naticnal Negro Congress." 
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James ¥- Ford in an article styled "The National Negro 
Congress" states: 
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"Through the vigilance, energy and steadfestness of the 
Communist Party on the Negro questicn a powerful movement 
anon the Nevro people is taking solid root..... 


"This fact was never before so clearly shorm as by the 
National Negro Congress which closed at Chicago on 
February 16, 1936.. eee 
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"Our Party as a whole has helped to organize the Nerro 
people.ceee 
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"It may be remembered that the National Negro Congress 
was provosed last May at a National Conference held in ; 
Vashineton. Earlier, in January, 1934, at a symposium held 
in New York between Frank R. Crosswaith, Oscar Le Priest, 
and myself, Inade a suggestion for the calling of a National 


Nerro Com:ress. eece 


oe 


"We Communists were never doubtful about the significance 
or the outcome of the National Negro Congress." 
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The following quotation anpeared in an article 
entitled "Problems of Party Growth in the New York District" 


written by lax Steinberg: 


"In the field of our general Negro work, we must 
note the splendid achievements in developing the united 
front of the Negro and white people around the National 


Negro Congress," 
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November 25, 192 


Director 


Federal 3ureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. Ve 


Dear Sir: Re: PRCCCD'RAL REPCRT RELATIVE TO 


VEUBLESHIP LISTS IN SUEVERSIVE 
GROUPS 
INTERNAL S!CURITY 
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© RATIONAL KEGRO CONGRESS 


Complete sembership lists have not been secured on the 


OKIGLNAL FILED IN 


Very truly vours, 
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¥. a. PETERSON: 
Special Agent in Charge ‘ 
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JOHN EOUGAR HOOVER - 


F C 
DIRECTOR ( . 


’ 


#cedecral Bureau of Investigation 
United States Departiient of Justice 
Mashington, 2. C. 


October 30, 1941 
ea 
MEMORANDUM FOR 2 A) 
/ 


/ i a @ 
/ By reference from I Lb7D 
received/a telephone cali frog of the 
Var Ris’ Insurance Division. | 


seeje 2OTrmeu ne na 
Wee Pune Al) Nepro LOULN LONeress 1S endeavoring to rent 
"Turner's Arena"; that the officials of "Turner's Arena" 
would not want to rent tnis auditorium to this group 


unless they obtained clearance from the American Legion; 
ce desired to know whether this was a 
Communist group. 
I referred to 

= informing him that had at the present 
momen. information concerning a number of groups and would 
be the person who would pass on whether these groups were 
subversive, Comaunistically-inclined, or othervise the 


tyoe of group that the American Legion would not want to 
endorse. 
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Respectfully, 
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D. M. Ladd 
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Origin: ~NEW YORK, NEW YORK Lvlle, File No. 100-230 
Period > Made By 


11-23,25; 12-24, 
31-40; 1-8; 2-1; QE cucs0a 
: 


Made At ag Date Made 


A 8 
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY * 11-27-41 
3-3; 9-12; 10-1, 
2,11,12; 11-17, _- 
18-41 


Title Character 
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INTERNAL SECURITY = C 


Canvass of the Stato of Kentucky fails 
to reflect that the subject orgeniza- 
tion is active in this Stato, 


Synopsis: 


- RUC ae 


Referconce: Bureau teletype dated November 5, 1940. 


Dotails: Upon roccipt of the reference teletype, a state-wide 
canvass Ws conducted to determine whether or not this 
rn] ntly active or has been cctive. 
nd informants in the principal cities 
were contactcd in the is survcy in the following towns: Paducah, Qwense 


boro, Henderson, Bowling Green, Louisville, Lexington, Frankfort, Covington, Ashe 
lard, Pikeville, Pinevillo, Harlan, and London, Kentucky. 47D 
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Prior to this survey the indexes of this office were checked to determine if any 
material is contained therein which would indicate the oxistence or activity of 


h ub zat) ith tiv : 
the subjoct organization, with negctive results L7C 


Special agont TD. cnauctoa discreot, detailed inguiry at Bowling Green, 
j The 


Kentucky, concerning the above orgenization, and ne information was obtainod, 
following rcliable persons were contacted in connection with this inguiry: 
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Special ontacted tho at ashland, 


Kentucky, concerning any irforme lion witnin his knove 
ledzgo relative to the subject organizetion. dviscd t no 
such organization to his knowledze in the vicinitye Ho added 

is on the lookeut for an organizcticn -f this type, and if he ascortains 
at ary time that it is extont cr active in that area he will immediatoly 
report it to the Louisville Ficld Division. 


advised that he h.d no knowledge of instant organi- 
zation in that vicinity. 


.£ Olive Fill, Kentucky, was intorrogated as to 
the existence of subject orgunization, with negative resultse 
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Specicl Aser. sade a similar inquiry at London, Kcne 
tucxy, end contac ovinz individuals, cucstioning thum concerne- 


ing the cxistence of this orz:.nization, with negative results: 
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Special Azont Hn torvi rod the followinz individuals con- 


cerning the existence of subjoct organization, with negative results. ATIl 
persons contacted promiscd to communicate with the Louisville Field Division 


if any infamstion was rcccived of such activity in their vicinity: 
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Spoccial tcont Cn 3. further inquiry of tho following 


individuals, with negetive results, subsequent to the above contacts: 
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Special cont . ncuctea c survcy in tho cities of Hendorson, 
Owensboro, cand Paducah, Kentucky, and interviewed the indivicuels sct farth 
bclow as to the existence of subject organization, with negative rcsults: 
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AT RADUCAH, KENTUCKY 
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Special Agent conducted < survey of leading individuals 
in Pike County, Kentucky, as set forth bclow, with negative results: 
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.lso interviewed 
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all of here 
ucKy, relative to the cxistence of subject organization, with 
negative resultse 


Special acon intorrogated the individucls named below in 
the City of Louisville concerning the cxistence of the subjcct orgoniza- 


tion, with negative results: 
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Special —— the following persons in the L7Cc 
Lexington, Kentucky, district whoso names are listed below, and spe- : 


cific inouiry if they had information regarding this organize.tion 
blicited nezative information: 
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ent slso contacted the following persons in the Frankfort, 
Kentucky, district, with negativo results: 
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Special Agent GE. «0c the following persons in the Covington, 


Kentucky,*district whose names are listed below, with negative results: 
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scent SD <- contacted tne following nersons in the Newport, Kentucky, 
areas with nogtetive results: 
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Agent ,.lso contactcd the following at Fort Thoms, khentucky, with 
negetiveresults: 
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Inosmuch as this orgenization is not cxistent or active in tho State of 
Kentucky as shown by the above contiucts, this cxse is being referred upon 
complction to tho office of orizine 3 
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Document(s) originating with the following government agency (ies) 
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be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


NEW YORK CITY, N. Y. Fuz NO. 100406 
REPORT MADE AT . 


DATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR 


REPORT MADE BY 
\| WHICH MADE 


Baltimore, Maryland 12-16-41 , \|10-31;11-1-41| EB 5 
TITLsz Oo ie CHARACTER OF CASE 
NATILWWAL NEGRO CONGRESS INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Information that Headquarters has a drive to force 
Glenn L. Martin Company to hire Negro workers and 
is being set up at the Elks Auditorium 1¢/ 


Liaryland license tags 169148 issued to a Pe 
Ge information concerning him in files. 
» De 


Report of Special agent CMM stea october 


8, 1941 at Washington, D. C. 


a7C 
AT BALTINOOCE, MARYLAND 
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By confidential memorcndum dated June 21, 1941, 
Lieutenant Colonel, If. S. EDDY in the Office of 


the Assistant Chief of Staff, Third er Area, 
advised as follows: 
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" There are being, at the present time circulated on 
the streets of Paltimore, a large number of handbills 
being published and distributed by the Subject 
A ATION ON ET organization, one of the handbills carried the heac- 
k. INFO nA TOR ye Alt NED line: " Jim Crowe Destroys Defense - Negro Americans 
E IN 1S UNELASSir iced) Want Jobs and Peace " and the other circular carries 
uli (79 p 16P-( 6SKIKH a headline: "7000 Jobs for Negroes at Glenn L. 


ints ® 


.. enae —— =e 
acw.-“of 2 
. ‘ . » 4 
o- ’ 7 4. . | 
. te ; so 
‘ 


CPR OE 


COPiKs DE?*RoyE The latter circular urges al). who are interested, to 
r | D send telecrams and letters to the President of the 
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‘(obviously an error) and to Mr. Sidney Hillman, Cffice of 
Production Management. 
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There is a headquarters being set up for this arive in 
Baltimore, it being located at the Elks Auditorium, Madison 
Avenue and LicHechen Streets, with telephone number Madison’ °- 
4915.2 All persons volunteering in this drive to force negro 
employment on the Glenn L. Martin Company will be transported 
to that plant to make an application and upon refusal, will 
evein make application the next day. It is stated that thc 
crive is drive is to be started immediately. * 
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& check of the records in the Offi Commissioner of 


Motor Vehicles’ was made by HISS and di 3 t 
1941 Maryland {Li e Tags 16% were issued to 4 | 
jaltimore, for Plymouth De ° er New. © : 
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UNDEVELCPED LEADS 


TRE DALTLIUNOWE FIEL) DIVISIC! 


AT BALTIKNO"E, MARYLAND, will conduct an investigation to 
verify the location of the National Negro Congress Head- 


quarters at the Elks Auditorium at Madison Avenue and Mc Mechen 
Streets. 


Will ascertain what pnone calls have been made from that 
telephone number Madison 4915 and will determine what persons 
are behind tnis particular movement and their present activities, 
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Form No. 1 : 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


NEW YORK CITY 


i _ ~- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 


Fie no. 100-195 


Co Ke 
“ ig ad a ’ 


: REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN mane PERIOD FOR, REPORT MADE BY 
OKLAHOMA CITY 12-18-h1 | 12-17-41 | i (ass 
: ame CHARACTER OF CASE 
ATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS | 
— INTERNAL SECURITY = C. 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
ED: 2-2 
zation reveals no activity on the party of 
negroes in luskogee toward the Comaunistic move— 
ment. 
- RUC = 
| 2] REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent (EI ic aoma 
# City, dated 9-22-11. A7C 
} 234 DETAILS: 
Bip sup 
23 2 ig< : 
ey 2: Lae widespread ween of the Negro element in bis 
.. 4 city. 
, é. e a thorough investigation of 
2 this matter in Kuskogee and was unable to learn of any- D 
| 5 : tning of that nature taking place in ‘iuskogee. 6/7 
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Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D. C. 
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Re: NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 0 
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Dear Sir: 
zorwarded herewith are the originals of reports 


datod November 13, 29 ~ 7, 1941 
of which 
relates to tha Bisso CONGRESS. ’ * 


Copies of as... are being 
placed in the files fOr use connection with the investi- 
gation os this organization. 

Very truly yours, 
A 
pisces ca ; 
4 c. piper 


as 
P. E. FOXWORTaG 
Assistant Director 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


December 23, 1941 


Director 
Federal Bureau %f Investigation 


WaShington, D, C. rn 
ay. NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
“* “INTERNAL SECURITY C 


In cannection with the establishment of the 
Norfolk Cifice and the reallocation of territory: 


This entire file has been transferred 
to the Norfolk Office, 


Serials 2=3=/-5—10-12-13-LE 


~ere forwarded to the Nosfolk Office 
for investigation there, 


The office of origin in this case is 
New Yor'c, NeYe : 


Ver. truly yours, 


MES : EH | 
00-41 C. EB. WeNN LH , 
+ , ? Srecial Avent in Charge © 


ec Norfolk 
New York 
P'eoon bap 
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File No. 100-294 FAQ. 


“his Case Oricinated At NEW YUNK CITY 
epurt ace At Da aye “hen — 
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Xeport of Special Ager tiie. 


Massachusetts, catcd August 5, 1941. 


Inc letter cated april 10, 194C it wes statcc 
thut the castern ow Enplera Conyress for Equi. 
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Opportunities is affiliated with the National Negro 

Congress. 

. 

The Boston Branch is loceted at 558 Massachusetts 

avenue, Boston, Massachusetts. The designated 
fficers are as follows: Chairman, JOHN Sv R. 

BOURNE; General Secretary, Miss EN Hy», ILLIAGS ; 

| Acting Yeneral Secretary, WILLIA 


* letterhead of the.same organization, undcted, 

describes MASTON — as General aaa 

The above letter of April 10, 1940 was 2 general 
ircular lettcr celling attention to the fact thet 

the Third National hegro Congress was to be incld 

in Weshington, Db. ©. on April 20-22, and in connection 

with these preparations the soston Committee had 

arranged for 2 concert-reception on Sundsy, April 21 

st the Repertory Thoctre, Muntington Avenuc, Boston.. 

JOH: P. LaVIS of Washington, D. C., Executive Scerctary 

of the tictionzl Negro Congress, was to be the speakcr-.. 

WILLIAM HsRRISOW of the Chronicle office, o norro 

nowspeper, was in cherge of tickets and rescrvations.. 
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Trensmitted, apperently, with the above circulér 
letter wes the "CaLL TO The THIRD NATIONAL N=GRO 
CONGRESS, April 26, 27, 28, 1940." This call is 
quoted herein: 
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“", PRIL 20, 41, 28, 1940. 


"Never befor: his Comocrecy in america faced 
such 2 crisis ¢s et present when organizations which 
openly proclaim the enti-democratic doctrines of rzcicl 
prejudice: ond religicus intolcrence htve enpserud on 
th: sccn:. These prouns, which é¢re ¢ threst to all 
minoritizs, heve alwoys deniscd that the sicgro pevopic 
should cnjoy those civil rights rucrantucd to all 
am2riceins by the Declsrction of Independence and the 
Faderel Constitution. ‘thoy ere now fighting desperately 
the passape of the «nti-Lynecn dill. 
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"The iv tional “ozro Congr.ss wes founded in 
rebrucry, 1935, it Vhicspo, for the main purnose of 
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orotecting the rights of the Nerro people from un—’American 
and anti-democratic forces. Such protection is for the 
Food of all Americans, because we are one veople. 


"This year's iiational Convention of the National 
leero Congress will be held in the Auditorium of the 
United States Department of Labor, Washinpton, D. C., 
April 26, 27, and 28, 1940. It is desiree that large 
delegations from Nepro and tihite orgenizations attend, 
so thet a truly representetive prthering of America's 
most liberal and progressive Negro end white citizens 
intercstod in the welfare of the naticn's lergcst 
minority may o2 held. Such a ropresentative body can 
eid im.casurably in brinsine abdout the immediate 
pessege of the Anti-Lynch Sill. 


v “yr “-" 


"The bettle-lincs er: forming. effort is being 
made to drive America into war with its frightful cost. 
At the seme tine many coucunitics neect hospitals, pley-— 
grounds, scnools, clinics, which the cost of a wer 
vould build. touth needs c ch2nce; millions ere hunery. 
Procrussiveeminced Amoricans of all creeds and colors 
must unite their combined ufforts. The afro people 
ask you to join them in this rightcous crusade. 


"Tho Ecstcrn “ow Enplend Coneress for Equal 
Upportunities, locel branch cf the Notional “ofro 
Conrress, invites your orgenization to their forth 
coming Convention. 


TivkU} os -si T1103] 

"Sirst sessien.cf the Congress will dSDeein at 
7:30 P.s. on Friday, april 26. tepgistration fue cf 
each delerate at «ashington is $1.50. The cost of 
lodring will be ¥1.00 « nicht. “holesome meals mey 
be hed for cs little «s $1.00: day. for information 
on transvortcticn, communicstc with our Sceretery, 
wr. Horriscn. Plors2 netify us, if your orranizaticn 
votus te sond dulerctcs. 


' 
JOHN S. oi. SOURE WLLL. HARRISON LR. R. a. (SLO 
Cheirnan Scerets ry 


bestern SW ievclind Corcress for squeal vepertunitics 


559 wtsscchusstts avenue, Justen, ideas. 
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"Stie Congress will appreciate whatever donation you may 
eee fit to ¢ towards the expenses of its svn dele— 
gates. Please make <l1l checks or money orders payable 
to — Milton Snowden, Treasurer, Eastern N. E. Congress 
for Equal Opgortunitics, 34 Clerk Strect, Everctt, Mass. 
SHH BEI HRs 1 


ot gd on Pentre ale bes ws 


"CaLL FOR The THIRD NsTiONaAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
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"The First anc Second Netional Negro Congresses 
worse called tegether to deal with greve problems frcing 
the Ncgro Pcople. at thes2 tyro groet mectings thousands 
of ths best representctives rmonz us mt toretnicr and 
workzd cut 2 proercem of sction. Now in ¢ world raddon 
with wcr it is time ezein to sumaon the Kogre People 
and the friends of Heyro frecdom to close ranks, lcck 
hends, and covraresusly ducal with the crisis which 
tedsy thrertens the security of every secticn cf 
Negro aAncriec. it is cut of this crisis tht the nccd 
for < third Uationsl Negro Coneress crises. 
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“oc stzte in plein vords the problems hich must 
bs sclved if the Nerro People are to live cs fre 
meNe 


"iillicns of Nugr« People in americc: cre hungry 
cnd jobless. Slev::n hundred theusane nufroes whs use 
te work in mills em frctcrizs; cn reilrcces, 
os building smecchrnics, in mincs, stcrus, exd—hcotuls, 
ena cther enterprises tcddry have n= jobs. cicre then 
half of them heve nad no stecdy jobs for yerrs. They 
have led « ho nd-tceicuth existence2. #*cr a fiw there 
hes bern ccersicnal holp. , thrweh relicf or a wPa 
feb. But th: ainounts of such relief aid and the 
number <f such jebs hrve dwindled fren month t: month. 
{fn the last trelve months ner2 than 125,000 ierros 
heve bun fired from Fa jobs. -nd mest cf these 
hrve bocn Griven beck te the ranks of th. unenplcycd. 
at least encther 75,000 Neprees none cn wes. will Lose 
their j-bs in th: nuxt six menths umer the pr-pos.d 
reducticn in iuf.. menoy for the coming your. | 
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"We one Lnows hew many tens cf thousents =f 
Negre femilies hove been cut off relicf. ut there 
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és not a Nepre center in Americe where hundreds of such 
* Qemilics havc not been dropped fro relief, despite" 


n(2) 
the fact that they have no Otecesesce to live, 


"There are fewer chances .e-.eceerd youth to find wark 
in industry. Industry more cng more demands Sewececcene 
leber. Sut the door to skilled treining remains closcd 
to Negro sees 2m girls. Yor tens of thousends of trained 
high school ind college ycuth who graducte wach year there 
cre but o few naltry huncreds of jcbs open. 


"Even the millions of Negro industrial workers 
who still have jods ere working for the lewest weges 
at th: longest hours. They ere robbed of a chance to 
advance cn the job, tc secura reiscs in weg:s. Szrfdom 
ef ecsck samt mid, of lene hevrs, lew “vagces cmd intclerable 
working ccnditicns is still the lot of most Negro woncn 
workers. 
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"From th: threrts cf more then five millicn Negre 
Wafcecerncrs therc eccmes tidsy « single cry: ‘Give us 
c chance to czrn cur drily dbresd at a steady jrb.' 
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"Th: masses cf Neere People in america lives in 
structures unfit for hum-n beings. They live in fire- 
troos. Ncerly feur hundred of them durn, smcthcr, 
cr suffeezte to de:th becruse cf this. They live 
crovded tefethor in insenitary and enfsreed squalor. 
Beenuse of this th: d ath and disvcse ratcs in srch 
theusand of Neeru populaticn are greatcr thin these 
fcr whites, 
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"Lendlurds squeczs f&&nilics with unfsirly hirh 
rent cn rund in heuses they refuse ts repcir. City 
officiv-ls refuse te inpreve leere communitics. Reel 
estate cwiners moirk cut smill esas slun crsois fcr 
Nupr. 2s to cecunys ome then ucksc entracts omonp 
thens:lves t. prevent ioerocs livine anywhere else. 
and th:ss ccatr:cts :r: conf recs dy the c.urts. 
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*-2° In the Nerro conmunities of Amorica there are 
alwsys too few hospitels, too few playgrounds, clinics, 
schools. The Negro child.:..in no plece in America... 
hes half e chence to grow up healthy, wholesome, or 
properly cduceted. In hundreds of counties in tho 
South there cre NO hospitals, NO plevgrounds, NO high 
schocls, NO clinics for the ilegro population. 


{[V-m weer i + *.ed . 


",n economic cancer hes caten ct the heart of 
Noero ferm femilies in America for ten yeezrs. Each 
year lerger numnocrs cf them heve lost their hones, 
hev~ rocvivud loss cash it.come, hir-ve hed less to cat. 
Ecech yocr a lerrcr number of them heve been driven 
from olantations as slicr2cropp2rs onto the roads cs 
lancless, hoscless, wage-hams pcotting 40 or 50 days 
werk: < yoor at less then: dollar c dzy. at the very 
moment this is szic tens of thousenés of them hzve 
mct « recf over their heads, not a dine they cen coll 
their cw n,. 


ee ee ee eee ee) oe 


"Underlyine all of these predlems is the denial 
te large :esscs of the Negro People cf their flundam2ntel 
rights ss American citizens. Three million Nepre 
citizens sr: still dcnicd every cffective means of 
exercisine the rirht te vote in democratic anzrica. 
the mcb and the rone still rul« large sictions of 
the ccuntrys In Octcver and November of 1939 hocdcd 
mebs of Aleansmen litterally flopceed and bert at 
lecst 100 Kerroes in 9cuth Cerolina alon:. In cthcr 
states the Elensmen heave cerrice cn a persistent rcign 
of torrer aprninst thousands of im-wroes to deprive then 
ef their citizenship rights. And these acts cf violence 
neve gone unpunished by fecsrsl or state cuthority. 
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Nand these ore but examples of hundreds cf ways 
in which :vil fere?s in snerica copress, Jin Crew 
and inticxicate the erro pewmle—rob tacm cf their 
civil lib-rties om sock to destroy their huritcre 
cs frocs mne: 
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®.:- "Thus to those who love America we address this 
Call for the Third National Negro Congress to mect 

in the city of Washington, D. C., April 26, 27, 28, 
1940. We invite to this greet national meeting the 
representatives of trede unions, churches, civic groups, 
women's and youth clubs end every other kind of organi- 
zation concerned with the well-being of the American 
people. The Third Nationel Negro Congress will unite 
for action thousands of progressive groups of American 
People. It will unite theso*groaps in the noble effort 
to bring pezce, prosperity ond complete democracy to 
our country. 


"The Third Nationel hegro Coneress — as h2s been 
truc of the first -nd second congresses — will remcin 
a greet non-partisan body not°dominatad and not controlled 
by any political grceup. it vill not duplicate the 
courcgeous efforts cf othcr groups, but rether wiil 
weld torether the strength of these groups into one 
powerful expression of the will of the Nogro People 
and their friends for justice. Through the Third 
National Negro Congress the Negro People will continue 
to merch to freedon. 


"The bcettle lines zre forming in Amzrica todcy. 
Minke nce mistrke about it. Already such men zs Vice 
Presidcnt Garnor ond Scnatcr Tom Connally of Texas 
are scheming ways to dcfeat the anti-lynching bill in 
the United Stctes Scn’te. alrecdy rezctionary forces 
of both partizcs in Congress are plotting — and some- 
tims successfully — tc curtail vitci secizl services 
and dustroy vrocressive labor lerislation — thus robbing 
the pecple of overy gain they heve made in recent yorrs. 
This ezne is pl:ying for high strkes: fer contrel of 
the national clecticns. They ere seeking to drive the 
american People towrerd ver: ond to use the threat 
of war zs 2 smoke screen dbchind which toc attcck our 
living st-nderd and civil libcrties. 


"They con be be-tene Our job is te unite Ncgro 


Pecpl.: .2s never before.in.a struggle to bert back these 
attecks upon us. Vr jcb is to join with the groan 
lzbor mcvement ard the mary progressivceninded white 
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Americans in a combinee effort to defend democracy in 
America. we cre not just beginning this job. The 
Pirst and second congresses have shown /.mericc that 
through unity real victories can be won for the Negro 
People. We need more such 


"= 5— 
"“victorics. And we will win them through unity. 


"That is why cvery orgenization has the solemn 
responsibility to heed this call by sending its rep- 
rusent-tives to cttend this importcnt national meeting. 
The United States Conrress will be debcting the fatu 
of majcr nationcl issucs. And sisted in Congress cre 
hundreds cf Congressmen and Senators whe owe thzir 

sets to the Nesro vote. They shculd be made to feol 
¢Ythe streneth cf the Megre reople. WNaticensal political 
lesdcrs will be polcnning for their perty ccnventions, 
They should be mde to foel the urgent needs cf the 
Negro Pecple.e. Never befere wes thore sxgek sc rich an 
oppertunity for the Neuere People to win their democratic 
rights. Every orgcnication which sends dulegetcs to 

the Third Neticnel Negro Congress will be helpin;z to 
realize this oppcrtunity;. 


7** .® 


€ 
* 
2 , 
. 
mt 
v- 
r. 
= 
“ 
he 
s. 
= 
¥ 


ny 


"Tho month of April in washingtcn is = symool cf 
frecdcom tc the Nupro People. Fer in this mcnth in 
1262 slavery wes fzerever abclished in the NMiticon's 
Capitol. #ashingtcn is st the very heart of america. 
It is fittine that the combined voice of the Negro 
People should de heard in the hiehest ferun of our lend. 


Me conclude this ccll te liberty-—lcving orgcnize= 
tisns of the americzn Pecple with the words of theo 
matchless lecder of the Nesro Pecple, Frederick Dourlass: 


'Ths whele histcry cf the pregress <f lidcrty, 
sh.ws thet <:11 concessiens nave becn born of 
urrnest strugele. If thers is no strurrle there 
is n> preevess. thosa whe profess te faver 
frecdoin vit Coorce:.te aritstion ere incon whe 
want crens witih.ut olewing fcround. Pewer 
ceneedus nothing -:ith-ut « demand. it never 
did amd icver vill! 
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.Thore was observed e pledge for contributions to assist 
ean semiing delegates to the Congress, which is as follows: 
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HELP hi. KE shiERICa » TRUE DEMOCRACY] 


The N.TIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS will meet on April 26, 27, 28th, 
1940 at Washington, D. C. Nev ENGL.ND SHOULD BE REPRESENTED, 
Delepztes cre invited from 2ll orgenizations. ‘ou are asked 
to make contributions to help send delegetes. 
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(Send all contributions te: Eastern New Enplend Conpr:ss) 
(for Equzl Onportuniti-es -— hilton Snordun -— treesurer — ) 
(34 Clerk St. Everett, ixss.)" 
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On Sinarch 9, 1941, as reported in reference report, a local 
“orgenization he ld 2 state-wide conference at Lincoln Hells, 
258 Wiest Springfield Street, Boston, khassacmsetts. Tho 
Sponsors of ee confercnce aro as follows: 


VREV. J. HL. D. Ni. ILY, Columbus 4..ii.E, Zion Church | 
iS. EDN “- C 

PROF. fie ‘he f Dalla. 

REV. DVD Lenor i (FERGUSON, St. Cyprian Church 

bin LTER PF OSTER 


ha Y GUILD, National association advancement of Colored 


Peon, 
= Lee Goat St. Bertholomew's Church 
can Dia. CKSON ce President, Mass, C.1.0.. 
Live KNOLES, Lebor's Non—Partis-n Learue 
REV. S.NUZL ™ L.ViSCOUNT, St. Lark's Congregational 
Church 
JOSEPH LEE, Boston School Committee 
DR. tym Inorice, Commnity Church of Boston 
THORAS vas ll, Notionel Moritim>: Union 
Na Tits HIEL AILLS JR., bicss. Youth Council 
REV. wl. Jf LOR, Hotrop oliten Santist Church 
lrs.e RGOE NUR.iOGD, somen's Trede Unicn L: gud 
REV. _RiCit. RD =. * BENS, People's Baptist Church 
DR. &....UEL‘ P. YLO, Neticnal . ~ssociation .dvancecment of 
Colcr.:d Poonle 
DR. ond iS, CiiiRLES G. ‘STf..unD 
MISS QDILEA«ZcnEY, Cambridge Ccmmnity Center 
DR. Bul Ga “«SELY, He rv: rd 
ShiS. HoLE SY... NSKI, Loundry werkers Union «.?.L. 
R, NovLE Fl20aPSOn, Dining Cer Enployecs Unien 


“ACh. BIR TYSON, 520! ye Grecter Yoston Industriel Council 


CECLL WV, curcr «crkers Union 

a Lr RED» HiWUGHT Ui 

J. CachELL/Si1Til, Executive Seerstary Sostcn Urban Lee 
Orgenizctiens listed «re for identificzticn purposcs only" 
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There was found a copy of a release,dated March 27, 1941, 
to the Boston Chronicle, a Negro newspaper, from the 
Lassachusetts Youth Congress as foilows: 


"March 27, 1941 


"Release to BOSTON CHRONICLE 

From the Liass.e Youth Council 

"Boston, March 27 —— Edward } trong, Nationally prominent leader 
of colored youth, will arrive in Boston on Friday, iJarch 26, 
fcx attend the National Conference for Democracy in Education 
at Harvard this veel:end, it was announced today by the “ass. 
Youth Council. Lr. Stronr is Executice Secretery of the 
Southern Negro Youth Conrress, Vice-Chzirman of the American 
Youth Congress and en officer of many other organizetions. 
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"After the Conference at dtrverd, ur. Strong will 
remain in Boston, until Thursday, April 3. During this time 
he is expoct:d to sneclh to several of the colorec youth 
urpcenisctions of Boston. On Tuesday evening, April 1, he 
will meot with the Provisioncl Comnittce for the irss. 
wogro Youth Council. At this time, it is expected tmt 
hr. Strong will be of rrezt assistcnce to the building of 
an orgcnizction which will represent -né fight for equal 
opnortunity for colored youtn in Sessccmasetts, cs the 
Southern ‘erro Youth Congress does in the South." 


there wis «lso observed 2 pamphict published by the Nationel 
iierro Louth Council of the Netionzl Negro Congress, 177 
Florida Avenue u.w., washington, D. C,, which wes entitled 
"Negro Youth Holds Conscription as 2 ‘iencsce to Their Lives 
and Liberty «nd to the Linintenance of Democrecy," which 
deslt entirely with the subject matter. These two pamphlets 
constitute an ettczck on the conscription dill ard stctes 
"that the recl program for national defense included, 


first, pessctes of the Amcericcn Youth Act; second, passege 

of the anti-l;nching bill; third, prssrge cf the Goyer 
cnti-poll tcx Sill; fourth, mors N.Y.A., C.c.C. ep roprictions ; 
fifth, pessers of the Wegener Uealth Bill; sixth, incrccsed 
fdsrel cic for educs.tion; scventh, more \..P.4,. and relicf 
cppreorictions; zighth, an expanded housing prorram.” 
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eThe Boston Guardian of September 27, 1941, a negro newspaper, 
“reflects thet a reception was piven by instant organization 
locally to members of the cast of the play "Native Son." 
"Secretsry William H. Harrison was mester of ceremonies, 

and Dr. RK. A. Simnons, national and local vice-president 
addressed the lerge crowd thanking them for ciding the 
coneress' caompeign for jobs fer all." 
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The same press of October 11, 1941 carried cn article 
es follows: 


») 


"Gronter coston Colored youth rre entmsicstic adout 
the liztion:1 Youth Conference ct the actropolitan 
o:ptist Church, of washinston, D. C., Nov. 14—lo. 
Picns are deins arde for = sories of meetings this 
weekend, Octooser 10-13, with menbers of the N tions2 
Initirztine Comittce who sre visiting Boston. One 
mectine is 7t the Commnity forum, 464 Lass. Ave., 

6 6p. mn. Sundny, Cot. 12. Another on Sunday ct tho 
Camoridrs Commnity Counter, 49 downrd St., Cambridge. 
The Bosten orcenizing Committee sre: uiss Frences 
Rosu, N. a. a. C. P. Youth Council; «iss pernerd 
Lewis, Zot; Phi Sets Sorority; Miss Dorcthy Srith, 
Community ‘‘crum; 2iss Cotro lle Smith, Crmbride< 
Corziitt-c Lor Equrl Opnvorturities; sillian rrrison, 
Ex-cutive Scerctzry %. E. Con ross; end Leon E, 
sciley, Trorssurer iicss-schusetts Youth Council." 
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nee: rdine the s:mc conference the Drily werker of 
October 21, 1°41 advised thet this conf.:rcenee wes to be 
< three-dzy confercnee to be held ct the «:ttrevoliten 
beotist Church, »ashinrton, D. C. The civ irman of tho 
Netionsl initi-tine Conmittce of this confer:nce we 
iiss winifrod Norm-n, of low York City. Res:rdaing snis 
confzrcenes it is sirpnifics ae th. investir7ction 
of th: erse uentitlod 
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reverled copics of 2 circul"r 
published by tae Ni tiorn.1 Confurenee cf “sero Youth, 
2374 Tuh avenue, Now York City. 
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Amory: the wcmbers of th: unticnsl Initisting Comnitter 
wes wiss COT:ASELL2°O°2TH who i3 referred to subsicucntly 
hcrcin in this report cs chairman of the Cerbridge 
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Congress 
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rensicrred their j):terest fron the Camoridge touch 
Council to the Cambricre Committee for Equal Onportunitics. 
ile advises thet iss -.LICK SOLOMON who is reported in 
reference rcport 2s one of the sponsors of the Cambridge 
Comnittc2 for Equal Ooportunitics was definitely not in 
synpcethy with the Comwnist Party program, The huad- 
querters of th: Cembridg: Comittee for Eaucl Opportunitics 
is the Cambridg: Community Center, a Nogro scttlement 
house lcented at 49 Howerd street, Cambridec, tinssachusctts. 
ilo cdvis:d thrt the Cambridge Con.sittee for Equel 
Urportunities is compris:d of mixed mombership and is not 
restrict.d to «ny r-cc or color, 


Miss COTARELLE)SLITH is the Scerztary. — did not 
know if she wrS «= :acmocr of the tounz Cormunist Lec gue 


but shu, undoudtedly, ves very synpethcstic with their 
dims amd procrcm of erro work. She is c nepress, 2 
resident of Cembridec, kcsscchusutts, 20 yerrs of cre. 
He dozws not believe she attended collcege. 
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th: organizction wes enerpec, in S2ptemscr 2°40, in 
circulcting p. tations dirccted ceiinst th: cll:ired 
Giscrimin: ting of the Sinnlex wirs end Cnbiz Comorny, 
Caabridr., s-ss-chusetts, which has < large national 
dv fens: order. 


a: ScS th.t the Cembridre Comittee for 
uta Yooortunitics hs beicn holding weekly ic::tings 


on wednesdcy niszhts at tine Cambridee Coxz:unity Center, L 7 > 
cmd the orgunization hrs ¢ menbursh f oproxi-z:tel 
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¢ Cnamoridgs touth Council wes one oi the sponsors 
of this orgeniz-tion fron its %& rinmnin 
Cone at the request of 
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The Boston Chronicic, a Negro nevispaper, subscouently 
reported that the Simplex Wire and Ccble Company at a 
conference with EDuARD H. LiSCN, Regione] Investiretor 
for the Office of Production Manzgement, had arreed to 
employ colored workers. This compcny vos investicated, 
according to tac above press, in rcspons« to a co;plaint 
sent by the C-mbridge Comnittee for Equai Op-ortunitics. 
Presidunt E. E. MORSp of the above firm admitted receiving 
many phone czlls end visits from delegctes of this organiza— 
tion -nd the Urben Lespuc protesting against the refusal 
of the compzny to hire the colored workers.. 
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hed two-pr fe pamphict 
fron the Cambridge 
bev? LOY Sus Ups Mitr which ws publish«d 

by tht orranisition ard entitled as Soecicl Issue, 
Scptember 1941; cditor — iliss CCi,.BELLS S:1Th, This 
publication is entitled "Victory arcinst Discrimination. 
Siaplex wire & Cedle Co. Chang:s Its Policy." This is 
being quoted as follows: 
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“The peonle of Cambridge have won ao prent victory agcinst 

ediscrimination in defense industry. The Cambridge 
Comnittee for Equ2l Opportunities is happy to announce 

* that the campaign to end discrimination in the Simplex 
Wire and Crble Company, has met its first big success, 


"At a conference between the president of the firm, kr. 
Everctt Morse, and ° representative of the Lebor Division 
of the Office of Production Manepement, r. Edward Lawson, 
“ir. “orse stated thst the compozny will henceforth change 
its nolicy towzrds Negro applicents, and will accept and 
consider eouclly with all others epplicr tions of Negro 
men for employment. 


"VICTORY FCR PUBLIC OPINION 


"i'r. Morse cdmitted tiat pudlic pressure and the indignation 
of the people, Gcliored and White, of Cambridge and vicinity, 
forced the change of policy. de scic that he had received 
lettcrs, phone cells, and dclegctions from many people end 
orgenizations, notcoly from thc Urbon League, the State 
Employmunt Office, ind the Cambridge Committee for Equal 
Opportunitics. 
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"Ciba LGA ST.RTiD Lik APRIL 


"Just five months ego, in April, the Committce for Equai 
Ooportunities started the ccmo- ign to end discrimination at 
the Simplex wirc «nd Cable Compeny. 
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"Hundreds of Bulletins ane circulars informine the people 
of thc discriminatory policy of Simplex were issucd. 
Deicestions were orscnized, end hundr-<s of signatures 
Sicured on petitions. Congressmen Elliot frzve us his 
cooperction, cnd the Lxbor Division of the OPX sent its 
invustig:tor who recciv.d from the compeny the statement 
of its chinge of policy. 
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‘"Specinl snd finel ereadit must po to the mny hundreds of 
peopl:: who signed the petitions, distributcd publicity, 
went on delcerations sné did «11 the other neccss“ry work. 
we want te thank all the people and organizations who 
coozersted to bring about a blow at Jim Crow, 
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SLET US FINISH THE JOB! 


"Our victory at Simplex will only be complete when 
Colored workers are actually in its employ. we 
must continue exerting pressure with even greater 
energy till the company makes good its statement. 


"CALSLIDGE COMAITTEE FOR EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 49 Howard Street 
Special Issue September 1941 isiss Cotabelle Smith — Editor" 
(page 1) 


"s VICTORY aGalNST HITLERISi 


"By ending Ciscrimination in this defense industry in 
Camoridge, a great contribution has been rade to nationai 
unity Hitler end hitlerism in our own country. Race 
prejucice, divisicn, discrimination,—these are Ilitler's 
methods; and the American people want no pert of Hitlerism. 
4i1 over ti:e country; tnere is a rising tide of vorotest 
against discrimination. As 2 result there has been a 
notable increase in the emplojment of Negroes-47% increase 
from January to wey of 1941 over the same pericc last 
year. Jim Crow berriers are crumblinr. ‘iow is the time 
to put to flight the little Hitlers who spread disunity 
and prejudice at a time of national crisis. 
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"JL. CROW lii THE aREY SIMDANGENS DEFENSE 


"The shooting of a Negro private at Fort 3raee. The 
lynching of a Negro selectee et rort Sennine. These 
ard many other shocking incidents are erousing the 
people to the tremendous danger stemning from Jim 
Crow in the armed forces. It was always the most 
reectionary groups who perpetuated this shameful 
System, and today it is the appessers iho preech rece 
hetrec in order to umdermine the morale and unity of 
our army end nation. The Negro soldier hes elvzys 
demonstreted his grect love for liberty cnd his 
tremendous courare «nd bravery in defending it. All 
liberty lovinre people should cemend Cui-PLETE WUALITY 
FOR THE NeGhO SOLDIER IN Tif DErENS2 OF AEWlCa. 
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"A recent issue of the Pittsburgh Courier featur d an 
open letter to the President, condemning Yim Crov:. 
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slany erganizations, particularly of Labor, have gone on 

.; record arainst Jim Crow, The protest should end will grow 
till segreretion end discrimination in the armed forces 
is 2 past memory. write todey to the President end 
Congress. Protest Jim Crow, 


"APPLICATIONS AT SIUPLEX 


"11 those who cre eligible (over 21 and a citizen) should 
immedictely vo dovn to the employment office ef the 
Simplex Co. on Sicney Street and make out ¢pplicetions 
for jobs. Yo it this week end next. Do not delzy. 


"Ye urge everyone to ccll or to write to the Simplex Co. 
telliney them thct you sre plac to hesr of its chanzed 
policy but you sirnt to sce Nerroecs employed cs soon as 
the comnany Sterts hiring égcin. 
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"The Combridge Com:itt2: for Equcl Ooportunitics will do 
cil in its pover to -chieve < 100 per cent victory in 
this casc, ¢mi will continue its activitics till every 
rem-ining trace of discrimination is wiped out of our 
city. 


WRECISTER Fur: DEFENSE COURSES 

"411 young men who wish to enter defense ircustrv ere 
urged :nd advised to register for the Defense trzining 
courses in machine shop work, welding etc. These 
courses cre given by the Governnent. In Cambridge you 
cin repister <t the Stcte Enplovment Vivision Office at 
10 Holvoke Street orf Uervard Sq. If you htv: eny 
difficulty in reristering please notify the Comnittce. 


"LASOR'S FRIENDSHIP 
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".t its recent convention, th: kecssachus. tts ot-te 
Fed-ration of Lebor vent on record asainst discrimination 
in d:: fons: inéustry, and :1]1 discriminstory prsctices 
er: inst the Nefro peovie. This is ¢ splendid dem 
onstration of L-bor's fricndshio for the “fro pvople. 
we emn canke this resolution burr fruit db: wsi.cblishing 
convlete cooperation with locz1 labor unions in ell 
our cctivities for Equal Rights." 
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the Cambridge Committee 
“aS Sponsoring the victory cele— 
bra Sion with reference to the ebove Simplex hire and Cable 


nc} to be jield st the Cenmbridre Connunity Center. 
Sime was 


chairiacn was 
who was 


aRTHUR SOLQUCN -lso enraged in telkine tickats «t thes: 
door and frencraily stcod in th: backcround of th: ¢ffcair. 


Other speckers who were cclled unon to speak from the 
floor were Professor H. «. L. DaNa, JCiZi 2, REYNOLDS, 
white, ropresconting the Confectioners Union, Amcrican 
Kuderation of Lebor snd «. candiéste for school Comzitter 
in the November cl.ctions, Cambricee, bessnchusetts, 
wLLLLi. AaRRisG:, colors, Be Ce. kaSTUN, colored, 

DR. AOsERT 2. San UNS, iv.tional View President of the 
Nationol ezro Cenrress, whos: spusch was very milit-nt 


emd in direct contr-st to ths spo:ch of attorney :i4.Y 
GULL, reportcd blow. PS SLL.ONS 


- 23 -— 


as of the agitator tyve. attorney R«Y GUILD of the 
Naticnal association for the advancement of Colored 

,» threw a damper on the 
spirit of the gethering by questioning the attitude of 47D 
the local committee in its technique of militancy seying, 
"AHeitation and violence produces nothing." «attorney 
JO Ss. R. BOURMZE was elso a speaker. 


het” 


Letters of rerret for inability to attend were received 
from a Reverend ilUGHES and a rs. CONANT of the Cambridge 


te We. Cw neo 


In addition, other sneckers were Z.Rn DUPONT and “u.RGIs 
JOMNCON, colored, Czrmoridse, Lessachusetts. io literature 


was pessed out at this meeting. 
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a three-pere mimeorrs phed 
pemphlet nuolisnea=p, the Cambricg2 Committee for Saual 4 ‘1 » 
Opportunities, Octoder 14, 1°41, which is devoted to the 
yromotion of the National Conference of Colored Youth 
descrined elscwhere in this report. This is being quoted 


as follows: 


TAOV ERS. PTS Ok a a ree es pee Ay 


"OC SJSe5 LZLZI 


"]) EXEND 


B QUALITY 


M USILILE 
O KG NIZE 
C OTACT 


R e5Purd 


pe ie O 


* 
P 
~. 


4> wMLSTt lv: . 


si 


C aLbs 


ai 
a's 


- 2 ‘ oa § " 
e'? »« #£? “a ° 
. o ** the ¢ ° ‘% 


> 
’ 


Y UTh 


Yullctin, Cembricfe Comiittce for Equal VYpportunities" 
(prce 1) 
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"ALERICH C..LLS YOUTH 


“NsTION\L CONFERENCE OF NEGRO.YOUTH.— NOV. 14, 15, 16 


"Now England is responding to the call of the 
National Conference of Negro Youth, taking plece in 
washineton D.C., Novemoer 14, 15, and 16. 
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"The United Stetes is prepnring for the defense of 

America spcinst invasion; yet the hands of the “egro boys 
erd girls <r: tied. They ore denied full opportunity to 
vork in industry. They ore stoprad from advencenient in 
the army, iisvy, crd air Corps. sSoundless encrry, skill 
cnd talent is ovinz wasted. Todsy, ss always, the Norro 
youth stzends~ recdy to defend the freedom and existence 

cf his country. 
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"The youth of amsrice s2nsed the need of celling 
tog-ther the vouth froma :11 oresnizcticns, church, *Y's', 
schools fraturnitics, socizl, coller2; from ths frras, 
mines, sw:ll citics; from tii: sororitics, sottlenent 
houses, lsbor end civic frouns. Thes: youth from «li 
welks of lif: sre mnit.d in in cnisevor to seu: & orth 
for the “opro's prriicipation in the defense of america. 


to 


WTHE LEANING OF HITLERIS! 


"Hitlorism hss destroyed the s:isce of the sorld, 
In hitler's p-eth follois berdorism, sléevery, huncer cra 
poverty. Th: iorwv.yrians, Danes, Dutch, Yrench, Grcexs, 
folus, Slovs, Czuchs, africens herve felt his biew. The 
type of world we would have under Hitler ‘ould be more 
than the werro coulc crcure. 
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"Sron within, n ople with Hitler's fscist, anti- 
Gumocr’ tic iedurs prep re for the attcck by Sovine sceds of 
racc hrtred, by setting rcligion -grinst religion. They 
cover up their sims by cppesling to our nrtural lov. of 
peace. They sprucd idvrs of fzlso snfety to duii our 
Sense of ding::r. 
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"core vouth must unit. to mest this ¢-nr:r. 
esn be no nerves, ro rrocscss, no security until Hitler i 
Qufested by Great Jritrin, Chine, Russis end th. United 
States. erro youth .wst pley its part. 
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_ "NEGRO YOUTH UNITED 
se 


"This conf2rence czn bring cbout the unity of 
Nerro Youth. It will mke possibli ea concerted smeshing 
blo: cgcinst Jim Crm. It will «essert Nogro youth's 
Gct. rmination to participcte in ths defense of america. 


"SP050H5 FOL Tis 


"Leedurs everyjhcre gre responcing by coopersating 
in the work ene endorsing the Conference. Dr. «wcry icLoud 
Bsthunz, Lirsctor of Nepro affairs, NL., hes seid such a 
confsrunez is, *Tin:ly pertinent, ncecusscry.' Uther netionel 
sponsors includ: Jo. Louis, »r. Geor.. Goodmn, Sx. Sec. 
Washineton Urbs... Lesguz, Poul Rodecson, --r. John P. Dev... 
Sec. Nitionel cero Concress, Dr. Cha....ning Tobi-s, 
Y.°%.C.., Pris. benitm... Ee xrvs, t.orchouse Colleg:. 

Loczl svonsors incluce ir. Jiorris Trylor, of the Robert 
Goule Shevw House, viiss Cora Ru... Socicl “orker, St. 

Mierk Socicl Center, Rev. tenncth Euphes, St. Brrtholomew's 
Church. iu.re QO. Phillin Snevwéen, St. ark Social Conter, 
urs. Lillicn .illiem Chrirman, vous Finding Comittce 
Ecsteurn Low Snelend Concress for Equel Opnortuniti.s 
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MOLL THO CakuRIDSE COLITTES ru. SQ..L OPPCRTULITIzS 


PCH a. SPinsoR. 
"SEID IN YOUR AEGISTH..TICN——TELL YOUR FaetsiDS ~zvOut THE COhrareivCe. 


"VICTORY 
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"Discrimin-tion, which hrs ezten ciuny the Louncction 
of #:.srican liberty wes Guelt < crushing bis: by the onploy— 
ment ef tventy or sore Tugroes ct the Sianl.x wire cond Cadle 
Co:orny. Victory is sveot 7s ti: five sontn b:.ttl snes with 
2 triuraph over th. witier .... mtheds used in cur country ¢nd 
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city to keucp covn the “ugro. 
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"From th2 tomb of Lincoln, his voice sounds today 
*as it did in 1861. ‘This nation can not exist divided,! 
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"This is our nation. This is our country. We live 
in it ard we mst defenc it, so why not firht for an even 
chance in the economic structure of America? 
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"Ne in Cambridge have a lot to do to stamp out 
the rule of those in business who will not employ Negroes 
in their shops anc stores. ‘we remain only hezlf free as long 
es this kind of un-—\mericanism ez:ists. We must face the 
stru;rle for Nerro rights, demanding that the President's 
executive order de enforced. Americe will be .whet you 
mike it todzy, so let uS put our snoulders to the wheel end 
unite as one to ficht this evil. Come out to the meetings 
of the Cambridre Comrittce for i,ual Opportunities. We 
need your help and «advice. Join with us in our fight for 
justice end the reality of the bill of rights, beczuse old 
Jim Crow must fo. 
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"Tall. YOU UTE 


"The Canbridre Committe: for Equ.2l Opportunities 
expresses its pratitude for the lirge cudience which 
recently attended its Victory Colebretion. «ae thank the 
public for th:ir cooperetion in mci:ing this 2ffair cn 
outstending success. without your he2ln we cznnot do 
much. tlh: first victory in our jobs ccmocign has shown 
whet united .ffort can ;ccomplish 


WE PLOY.uc.T Gr NEGRU SALES GIRLS 
20 
"On Monday, Oct. 7, the Centrz1 Scurre Business 
wen's <aAssociztion h.nre diss Cottabelle Smitn, Cheirman 
of the Cembridge Connittec for Equal Opportunitics spcak 
on the cmoloyment of ‘-pro people in the retail stores in 
Contrzl Sqvuere. iiss Smith told some fifty mmbers and 
mucsts of the Associction of the nirines of Negrocs at the 
Simpl..~ wire and Cable Conmpeny for th: first tin: in its 
history. They wer: remindcd thet lest sumiucr miny of the 
stores promis::d to hir: Nurro scles rirls in th: f:.ll. 
The brecking: Cown of 211 discrimin:.tion and omnloyment 
barriers will froatly strengthen national cefense and 
democracy, hiss Smith point.d out. 
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Miss Smith rce.ived - vwrrm rececption at the mectinrc. 
The comaittce has high hops that this yer will s.« Nugro 
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gcles pirls bchine the countcrs in many stores, We urre 
¢v.eryonc to lit th: menerpers know thet the public wents 
to’sc2 Nerro girls tchind the counters, 


"NOUSING PROJSCT 


"\onlications «rz new boing accepted for the new housing 
proj_cts, the «-shinrton clms. Persons intvrestcd may 
apply *t the offiets of the Cembridge liousing ..uthority, 
12 llorfolk St., Ca:soridgfs. 


"This is th: Octodur isu. of th. regulir nonthly bullctin, 
mut out br tix. Ocmbridse Conm.ittes for fqusl Oopostunitics. 
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"For infor.y.tion cdout th: Cowitt:s, cedrcess meil to the 
Com ities :t th. Cimbrics: cvorwunity Ccnter, nowere St., 
Crime 
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Macsostine’s tks plrcs at the Connunity Center evsry other 
tuanausesy cvening -t :icht o'clock. Com: on down end join. 
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Prrts dcvarb.r 7, fridz:y sieht, «t th: Touns ¢-3n's 
Christian ..ssocirtion. ifv: ¢ rood tirs and sunvort 
a sood couse. f.oney will fro to send del:pst:s to th: 
Confur:ne.: for “ufro Youth, ursnington L.C., Nov. 14, 
1S, 160" 
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UWeEViLOPED LEADS 


“This BOSTON FIELD DIVISION 


*#éill establish the ‘backround of the folloving people 
who are active in the Eastern New England Congress 
for Equal Ypvortunities: 


of the National Association for tne Slicer ont . 


Colored 9. » end who, according 
f tnis office, r2siznhed irom The win 
cecus2? Of alleged Comiunist inltiltrétion. 
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for further infc.nmation 
aw Tnin? thes . ambricecy pag ets ‘tes sor 
1 Osportunities era the infiucnce of tho Comru:ist 
end tie Younr Communist Learcu re ars 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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No further details concerning this Congress are available. 


The National Negro Congress, as it exists today, was (61-6728-1) 


proposed in May, 1935, at the National Conference held in i ins 
D. C. 


“ 


In the latter pert of 1935, a call was issued for a National 


Negro Congress to meet in Chicago, Illinois on February l4 to 16, 1936, 
This call was: 


"To all Negroes, native end foreign born. 
To all Negro organizations, churches, 
labor unions, farm and sharecroppers' 
organizations. To all fraternal, civic, 
professional and political groups. To 
all organizations and persons of whatever 


race, who are willing to fight for econonic 
and social justice for Negroes.® 
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| The purpose of the Congress was not to usurp the work of 
existing organizations, but rather to seek to accozplish wity of action 
of existing organisations. | : : 
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The following are the points which the Congress 
plans to accomplish as outlined by John P. Davis 
in the call and pamphlet; 


OT ET AMO 


1. The organization of the protest of 
Negro organizations against civic, 
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pocial and economic injustices heaped 
on the Negro and a heightening of 
that protest. 


United front of Negro and white organiza- 
tions arcund a b:sic minimum progran of 
Negro rights. 


Molding on a nation-wide scule, as never — 
before accomplished, public opinion, both 
Negro and white, against these injustices. 


ree aA di wal 8s 
Pein! a Pe * . wee 7% 


CRON 


A reaction as a result of the first three 
items listed above among federal, state 
and local governments which will result 
in the improvement of the conditions of 
Negro people in this country, and finally, 


A reaction as a result of the first three 
items listed above in the trade union 
field which will result in fairer treat— 
ment of Negro workers by trade unions. 


These are some of the minimum demands of the 
program around which we can develop and build up a 
broac united front movement, Let us help build the 
National Negro Congress. It doesn't intend to 
destroy nor replace other Negro organizations. 

Every Party member, every Negro comrade, must nov 
begin to throw every bit of energy he can into build- 
ing local sponsoring committees in communities, 
helping to raise funds.*® 
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The First Congress made the following seven demands: 
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"l. The right of Negroes to jobs at decent 
living wages and for the right to join 
all trade unions. For the right to 
equal wages and equal labor conditions 
with other workers. For the organization 
of Negro workers with their fellow white 
workers into democractically controlled 
trade unions. 
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Relief and security for every needy Negro 
fanily; for genuine social and unemployment 
insurance without discriaination. 


Aid to the Negro farm population, to ease 
the burden of debts and taxations; for the 
fight of farmars, tenants and sharecroppers 
to organize and sargain SSLSOUSEVENY « 


For a fight against lynching, mob violence 
and police brutality; for enactzent of a 
federal anti-lynching law; for the right 

to wote, serve on juries and enjoy complete 
civil liberty. 


The right of Negro youth to equal opportunity 
in education and in the economic life of the . 
ss communi ty. : | 


For complete equality for Negro women; for 
their right, along with all women, to e,ual 
pay for egual work; for their right to 
suitable environment for themselves and 

their children - an environment which denands 
ade.uate housing, good schools and recreation- 
al facilities; for their right to organise as 
consumers. wae 


To oppose wer ond iii the attempted 
subjugation of Negro people in Ethiopia, 
the oppression of colonial nations through- 
out the world, for the indepencence of 
Ethiopia.® 


Second National Negro Congress 


The Second National Negro Congress was held in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, on October 15, 16 and 17, 1937. The 
Congress represented more than 500,000 mecbers organised in 
trade unions, churches, civic, political anc fraternal groups. 


ey This Congress was addressed -by such prominent Com aa 
moinigte. or near-Cozmunists ast : 


James %. Ford 
Clarence Hathaway 
Dr. Harry F. Ward 
Louise Thompson 
Williem L. Patterson 
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The following is a list of discussions entered into 
at this Congress in Philadelphia: : 
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"1. The right of Negroes to jobs at decent 
wages and the right to join on an equal 
basis all trade unions; the right to equal 
wages and @;ual labor conditions with 
other workers; the organization of Negro 
workers with their fellow white workers 


into ee trade 
unions. 
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Relief and security for every needy Negro 
fanily; and genuine social and unemploy- 
went insurance without discrimination. 


Aid to the Negro farm population, to ease 
the burden of debts and taxation; the right 
of farmers, tenants and sharecroppers to 
organise and bargain collectively. ag 
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A fight against lynching, mob wiolence and 
police brutality; for the right to vote, 
serve on juries and enjoy complete civil 
liberty; and for enactaent of a federal 
anti-lynching law. 


The «uestion of the Scottsboro Boys as a 
special demand, by bringing forward its 
full social and pelitical significance. 
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The right of Negro youth to e,ue2l opportunity 
in education and in the economic life of 
the cosrunity. 


For complete equality for Negro women; for 
their right, along with all women, to equal 
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"pay for equal work; for their right to a 
suitable environzent for themselves and 
their children—an envircnmzent which demands 
adequate housing, good schools, and rec- 
reational facilities; for their right to 
organize as consumers. 


The struggle for economic, political, 
social and cultural equality of the 
Negro people; the necessity of joining 
with all the progressive forces in the 
land to defeat in a comson front the 
forces of fasciss and war breeding.* 
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The Daily Worker reporting the speech of James W. Ford, 
who it will be remembered has been the Comounist Party Candidate 
for Vice-President of the United States, stated: 


"One of the most impressive ovations of the 
Convention was given to Ford, who was greeted 
with cheers and whistling as he arose to speak. 
The ovation soared to greater heights when he 
finished a masterful address with the stirring 
and historic words, ‘John Brown's body marches 
on.'* 


Noone 
i) nw etter: 


oe 


In reporting the speech of Clarence Hathaway at the Second 
National Negro Congress, the Daily Worker stated: 


"In the session on war and Fascias, Clarence 
Hathaway won the day with an unanswerable appeal 
for the policy of collective security against war 
and a caustic trimming of Norman Thomas, who 
echoed the Fascist argument thet collective security 
means war." 


Third Hational Negro Congress 


— ~ @ 


The Third National Negro Congress was held in 
Washington, D. C. in the Labor Department Auditorium on April 26, 
27, and 23, 1940. This Congress was attended by 1,264 delegates. 
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It approved the following major resolutions: 


1. To accept unanizously and enthusiastically 
the offer of John L. Lewis to establish 
e working agreement with Labor's Hon- 
Partisan League. 


To condem this imperialist war and the 
policies of the Roosevelt Administration 
which lead toward war and to cooperate 
with the progressive and labor forces in 
working for peace. 


To demand the immediate dissolution of 
the Dies Committee as a great threat to 
our fundamental rights. 


4. To press for immediate passacre of the Anti- 
Lynching Bill. 


A split occurred between the Communist and Non-Con- 
munist forces within the Third Naticnal Negro Congress. A. 
Philip Randolph, who had been its President up to that tine, 
refused to be a candidate for the presidency. On May 5, 1940, 
he issued a statement that the Congrecs was 


®deliberately packed with Communists and C.I.0. men- 
bers who were either Communists or sympathisers with 
Communists.*® 


He said that John P. Davis of Fashington, D.C., the 
Secretary of the Congress, had said during an Executive Committee 
meeting in New York, 


"the Communist Party contributed 8100 a month to the 
Congress.* 


Randolph declared that the Communist Party, instead 
of trying to refute charges of the Dies Comittee that it was a 
tranezission belt for Communist propagsnda, | 


"has brilliantly succeeded in giving the charge every 
appearance of truth and validity.® 
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> .._ In hie stead Max Yergan was the unopposed nominee 

for . Seuitienl of the Congress. He was a lecturer at the City 
College of New York and Treasurer of the International Com 
mittee on African Affairs. During his speech to the Congress 
he defended the Soviet Union and attacked President Roosevelt's 
foreign policy. It is interesting to note that Jazes W. Ford 


was elected to the Executive Committee at this Congress. 


John P. Davis, Secretary of the National Negro Congress, 
in outlining the peace program, followed the identical program 
of the Communist Party when he declared: 


"The position which our Congress should take 
on the question of war should be to oppose loans, 
credits, arus or any other aid direct or indirect 
to either side of the bellizgerents. We speak out 
firmly against eid to Nazi Germany but we speak with 
equal firmness against aid to imperialist Britein .- 
and imperialist France.® , 


He said he believed that: 


"The American negro pecrle rill refuse to fol- 
low American imperielice in an attack upen the 
Soviet Union, will refuse to fall victim to anti- 
Soviet adventures, wiil refuse to join American cr 
world "pianos 0.90 SLOREN SONNE? the Soviet 


people,® ° . , 3 


_ 


The officers elected et the Third National Negro Congress 


Mex Yergan ~- President 
John P. Davis - Secretary 
Henry Jobnson ) 

Assistant Director of the) 

Packing House Workers ) 

Organising Committee ) 
Reverend Owen Whitfield ) - Vice Presidents — 

Sharecroprer Leader and ) 

Vice President of the ) 

United Cannery, Agricul- ) 

tural and Packing Workers) 


Mrs. Yay Allen | a a ee 
Meaber of Los Angeles 

Board of Education ) 

Reverenc W. H. Jernagins 

of Washington, D. C. - Vice Presidents 
Dr. Charles A. Lewis ) 

of Philadelphia, Pa. ) 

Dr. Robert A. Simons # 

of Boston, estes eantd br 
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Organization 


: The Naticnal Negro Congress is being organized under a 
regional, or district, and local council basis. A region or district | 
is composed of several states, with a vice-president in charge. There 
are to be also state organisations. These are sade up of city bodies 
or local councils within the state. The local council is the basic 
form of organization. The local sponsoring committees, which initiate 
the movement for the National Negro Congress, automatically becone 
local councils. These councils are to be federated bodies of already 
existing organizations which affiliate to the council on the basis 
of a part or the whole of the program adopted at Chicago. 
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a. The Hational Headquarters is located at 717 Florida Avenue, | 
Borthvest, Washington, D. C. Se ss mene es 

As indicative of Seceeitat activities in connection with 

the Haticnal Negro Congress, it was reported on December 23, 1940, 

in the Richmond News Leader, Richmond, Virginia, that a meoting 

of the Congress was held at the Sixth Mount Zion Church, 14 West 

Duval Street, Richmond, Virginia, and among the persons attending 

the meeting was one Donald Burke who was described as being an 

organizer :cr the Comnunist Party. It was further noted that Burke — 

addressed this gathcring, altiougn the substance of hie remarks 

was not reported. 


The history of the Congress reflects that since its inception 
it has been under the leadership, for the most part, of two men: 
Jazes W. Ford, Negro candidate of the Communist Party for Vice-President 
of the United States in 1934, 1936 and 1940, and John P. Davis, who 
although he has not been proven to be a member of the Communist Party 
jas been definitely identified with that Party for the past five years. 
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Max Yergan, who became the President of the National Negro 
_Comgress, has been likewise identified with the Communist Party for 
tife past five years. Scarcely an issue of the Daily Worker appears 
which fails to reflect the fame and accomplishments of Yergan, who is 
a Negro. 


An article appearing on page 546-547 of the periodical, 
"The Communist", June, 1940, attributes the following statement to 
John P. Davis, & Leader of the Negro Congress: 


ee | have visited the Soviet Union, I have 
talked with the Soviet people. I have witnessed 
their accomplishments and achievements. I know 
of their ideals and aspirations. I have witnessed 
the real and genuine rights of its freedom. I have 
witnessed their many nations and peoples, business 
and work in amity, collaboration and peace. I 
know of their deep friendship and eid to all oppressed 
peoples and on the basis of that experience and . 
knowledge, which is ahared by thousands of people, 
I firmly believe that the American Negro people will 
refuse to fall victim to anti-Soviet ventures. 
Will refuse to join Acerican or World Imperialists 
in any attack against the Soviet people.ccccccsece® 


As further indicative of the cooperation and infiltration 
of the Communist Party in connection with the National Negro 


Congress, it was noted in an article appearing in the aoe 
19490 issue of the Daily Worker thats 


"In a panel section of the Convention 
devoted to a discussion of political parties, 
Mother Ella Reeve Bloor Ohmbolt, Cocmunist 
Candidate for Congress from Pennsylvania, 
Second District, spoke, advancing her Party's 
Program tc aid the economic status of both 


negroes and whites and abolish the poll tax 
in the South.® 


Accomplishments 


The principal work of the National Negro Congress, in 
addition to being a part of the United Front for the Communist 
Party, has been its campaign on behalf of the Scottsboro Boys, | 
organising negro workers in the Congress for Industrial Organiza- 


tions and its campaigns on behalf of Anti-Lynching and Anti-Jin 
Crow legislation. 
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Radscal Activities and Connections 


. oe 


The following statements have been issued by Jamas 
W. Ford concerning the interest of the Communist Party in the 
National Hegro Congress: 


"In all of these issues, the role of the 
Bational Negro Congress becomes of utacst is- 
portance for us. The Congress does not receive 
sufficient support from us. It is still weak 
organizationally. It needs to be built and it is 
up to the Communists to do their share in helping 
to build it.* | 
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"We Communists were never doubtful about the 
significance or the outcome of the National Negro 
Congress. We were not deterred by the charges of 
‘Communist domination.’ We were guided by what we 
knew of the desire of the Negro masses for united 
action.*® 
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"The Comcunistse have played a big part in this 
development as well as in the struggle for unity of 
the Negro people and the white masses. Our Party 
as a whole has helped to organise the Nezro people 
and has gained wide support for their struggles. 
There has been a better understanding on the part 
of Negro Conzunists of how tc work among the Negro 
masses, brinfing to them Communist methods of 
atruggle, and creating faith among thes in the 
ability of the Comzunist Party to break down the 
barriers of Prejudice.ccccccessee™ 
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"Today the tactic of the united front is 
bringing togother large masses of Negroes..." 
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| "The National Negro Congress (First Congress) . 
recorded progress made by Communists and many 
delegates who supvorted our program, in the in- 
creasing work we are carrying on in the various 
organisations of the Negro people. Our nodest 
successes are, however, just beginnings. Fe 
must now undertake to profit from our experiences, 
mistakes, shortcomings and successes, by showing 
what changes are necessary in our methods of Wore . 
to build the Wational Negro Congress,.*® 


‘' 


4.7 “iy ‘ 


"It is necessary for the Party membership, 
particuiarly the Negro members, to ses the need 
and possibility of strengthening our influence in 
the existing Negro organizations, by joining then 
where possible and becoming useful members. We 
can today unite the Negro people on the basis of _. 
their day-to-day needs, and for the preservation 
of democratic rights in such a way that the greatest 
number of people will be brought together in common 
struggle.* 
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"Fe do not contrapose immediate issues to the 
revolutionary objectives; we are concerned daily, 
hourly, with the miserable life of the whole of 
the Negro people, as a part of tie larger struggle 
for socilalias.*® 


PAs a duly elected member of the Executive 
Committee (of the Naticnal Negro Congress) at the 
recent Congress at Philadelphia, in the name of 
the Communist Party, I pledge one thousand negro 
Communists to become sombers of the Wational 
Negro Congress during its drive. Our Comzunists 
must become the frost active and enthusiastic 
porkers in the National Negro Congress. We must 
see that the best of these comrades are utilised 
for the work in the National Negro Conzress.*® 
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"We Communists must organise all our forces ..- 
to render great assistance to the National Nezro 
Congreas in carrying out ites program. If we 
develop systematic work we shall be able to ful- 
fill very soon the task of developing a broad 
People's Front among the Negro people in the 
United States against fascism and war and for the 
liberation of the — — 


me 
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"Great united front organizations such as the 
Naticnal Negro Congress..ceeseeWill be an important 
sector of the Democratic Front.® 


Janes W. Ford has characterized the National Negro Congress 


"4 broadening of the People's Front in 
Anerica. The Congress is built upon the | 
organizational idea of a federation of Hegro 
organizations which, in effect, is the Negro 
People's Front.* 


The National Negro Congress is affiliated with the Aseri- 
can Council on Soviet Relati-ns. This latter group is regarded es 
the 

®most intellectual Red setup in America.® 


The Hati-nal Negro Congress was one of the oryanisations 
sponsoring the American Peace Mobilization at Turner's Arena in 
Washington, D. C., on September 13, 1940. John P. Davis, Chairman 
of the National Negro Congress, was chairman of the meeting in 


Washington, D. Ce 
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woe ie Dr. Max Yergan, now President of the National hides 
Congress, has identified himself with the Communist Party for 
at least the last five years. An exanination of the issues of 
the Daily Worker would indicate that it constitutes itself as 
being his advance press agent. There appeared in the Daily 
Worker for July 26, 1938, a statement to the following effect: 


"Dr. Max Yergan is not only an expert on 
African affairs but is also close to the throbbing -. 
pulse of the American Negro, As Executive Vice 
President of the National Negro Congress he 
participates in the shaping of policies that af- 
fect the lives of millions of Negroes.*® 
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William Z. Foster, writing in "The Communist” fo: 
Hovember, 1936, under an article styled "The Crisis in the 
Socialist Party,® declared, in parts os 


it Re «. 


"The Party's role was alee one of signifi- -. 
cant importance in the organization of the great 
united front National Negro Congress in Chicago, 
February, 1936, of 1,817 delegates representing 
1,200,000 membere organized in trede unions, 
churches, youth groups and so forth. In all 
these united front movements the Communist Party 
is an official participant.® 
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* . 
The Communist Party of California issued the following 
statement concerning Comcunist work in the National Negro Congress: 


"The Communist Party hese given full support 
to the program of the National Negro Congress, 
both mationally and in California. Commnist 
Party members in California worked very actively 
for the achievement of this United Nesro People's 
Front.® 


A. Philip Randolph, President of the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters, resigned in April, 1940 as President of 
the Naticnal Negro Congress on the grounds that it is con- 
trolled by Communists. Speaking before the Fifteenth Annivorsary 


= oo 


: 

> 

f 

s 

» 
iS 

> 
+ 

y 

%, 
4 
4 
4 

{ 
| = 
i! 
3 

4 

> 
: 
= 
+ 

a 

=4 
bs 

+ | 
e 
a 
ce 
2. 
a : 
ae 
ae 
2, 
x 
© od 


of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters in —. Hew Tork . ae 3% £ 
et sed 17, 1940, Randolph declareds | Boe nope. a _" f 


e a ®.ccceewe reject the Communist progras 


as a solution of the problems of the 
Negro, because it is the negation of 
democracy. 


We condemn all Communist-Front and trans- | 
mission belt organizations as a peril to -- 
; [ the constructive and sound program of the § - 
. Begro people since they seek only to serve 
the cause of the Communist Party, which is 
only concerned about the success of the 
foreign policy of Soviet Russia,.*® 
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The above information was furnished by 
cs nae 20% deen veririon, 


A newspaper clipping from the Daily Worker for Apri 2h» 
1941, sudstantiates this information and reflects that the combined 
forces of the National Negro Congress and the Maryland Youth Congress 
would carry on a drive to win jobs for 7,000 Negro Workers in the 
®"Jim—Crow® Plant of the Glenn L. Martin Aircraft Company and the 
Eethlehem Steel Company. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Office of Ofigin: NEW YORK CITY File No. 100~209 


| Report Fade ! | Date Made — Report Made By 
sexmue ¢ |e es 
@... 9/41; BMW 
RED 3/41; 11/433, BAC 
Title 23/41 Character of Case 


( NATIONAL KEG2O CONGRESS INTERNAL SECURITY ~ R 


Synopsis of Facts: Instant organization not known to have ever 
existed in Rapid City, Hot Springs, Lead, 
é} Belle Fourche, Aberdeen, Pierre, and Deadwood, 
south Dakota, or in Dickinson, Yorth Dakota. 


o Pw 


REFERENCE: Report of Special rcent a Sioux Falls, 
| dated September 15, 1941. b7C 
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DETAILS: The f Lsation was conducted by Special Agent 
b7C 


AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 


The following persons were interviewed, and each advised that 
he had no information concerning the above-entitled organization: 
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Fennington County. 
Pennington County. 
Ol Fennington County. 
Of Pennington County. 
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AT PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 


The following persons were interviewed, and each advised that 
he had no information concerning the above-entitled organization: 
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AT HOT _SPRINSS. SOUTH DAKOTA 


The following persons were interviewed, and each advised that 
he had no information concerning the above-entitled organization: 


County. 
Fall 
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The following persons were interviewed, and each advised that 
he had no information concerning the above-entitled organization: 
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awrence County. 
Lawrence County. 


AT LEAD, SOUTH DAKOTA 


The following persons were interviewed, and cach advised that 
he had no information concerning the above-entitled organization: 
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AT BELLS FOURCKE, SOUTH DAKOTA 


The following persons were intervicwed, and each advised that 
he had no information concerning the above-entitled organization: 


7 


7c. De 


ounty.e 


— aie investigation was conducted by Special Agent 


AT ABERDEEN, SOUTH DaKOTA 
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The following individuals were contacted by the writer, and ad- 
vised that the above-entitled organization does not presently exist and 
has never existed in Aberdeen, South Dakota: 


The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 


AT DICKINSON, NORTH DAKOTA 


The following individuals were contacted, and advised that the 
above—entitled organization does not presently exist and has never ex- 
isted in Dickinson, North Dakota: 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE SIOUX FALLS FIELD DIVISION 


AT JAMESTOWN AND VALLEY CITY, NORTH DAKOTA, will conduct ap- 
propriate investigation to determine if instant organization exists or 


has existed in these citics. 


-PENDING- 
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. cal @ureau of Investig 
United States Department of Justice 
Hew York, ¥. Y. 


—_ 


January 22, 1942 
YLG: Pas 


Washington, D.C. 


/ 
“Ts 
Director TL nfed 4 
Federal Bureau of Investigation fi? | ok ul | 


ars mar rceut NEGRO CONGRESS 
INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 


eport dated January - 
which relates to 57 ? 


Enclosed also are clippings from the Jannefy 14, 1942 
issue of the Daily Worker; January 17, 1942 of the Pittsburgh 
Courier, end January 10, 1942 issue of the Amsterdam News Star, 
which are referred to 


The indices of this office w ecked but no 
record could be found concerning 57C 


Copies of as --,.:: are being retained 
in this office for use in connection with the investigation of 
the KATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS. 


378 
Very truly yours, — 


PLD 


. P. B. FOXWORTH, —™” 
rvisS DESTROYED Assistant Director 
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NATICLrV AL h2sRO CONGRESS INTERNAL SECURITY — R 
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Synopsis of Facts; Instant organization not known to exist 
at Jamestown or Valley City, North Dakota, 
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REFERENCE: Report of Special scent EE x Falls, 
South Dakota, dated 1/9/22. 


Raf ea. 


DETAILS: AT SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 


The following persons in Jamestown and Valley City, 
North Dakota, were contacted and advised they had no informa— 
tion that this organization had ever existed in their 
communitiess 
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Stutsm:n County, 
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Inasmuch as previous investigation relative to the existence 
of this organization has been made and reported from all of the key 
cities in this Field Division, this case is being referred upon con 
pletion to the office of origin. 
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SYNOPSis OF Facts: Investigation in Atlanta fails to indicate that the National 
wegro Congress is now operating in Georgia. 
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RssReiCu: j§ Bureau teletype to all Special Agents in vharge dated 9-ll-4l. 


7% 


biT:. OLS: This investigation is predicated upon bureau teletype to all = 
Special Agents in Charge dated September 11, 1941 entitled~ 
Investigation of Government Employees; Internal Security-- _ 
Hatch Act. This teletype requested that the membership lists — 
of the National Negro Congress be obtained and the identity of - 
any Government enplovyees avopearing thereon ascerteined. 
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Un Septe: noer 13, 1941 the rureau was advised b; letter that a 
review of atlanta file entitled .:ATIONAL NoGRO COiNGAsSS; 

INTERNAL SECURITY—-C, disclosed that the hational Negro Con- 

gress wes not in existence in Atlanta as of Arpil l, 1941. 

The following additional investigation was conducted to deter— 
mine whether the National Negro Congress had established a 

local organization since that date. 27, D 
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advised that he had not heard of subject organization. 

also searched the files which he maintains on various organiza- 
tions in atlanta and he was unable to find any information 
whatsoever on the subject organization. 
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Atlanta, 100-349 
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Sua? 
of a Wwational Negro Congress. 


ee 
he is suite positive that the -vational Negro Congress has no local yp 


chapter in atlanta. vised that two or three years ago oo 
there were two or t egro individuals interested in the National ._. 
Negro Congress but that they had dropped their affiliation with:that =~ 
‘organization as he recall e they had discovered that it was > 
Comnunistically inclined. was unable to recall the names 

of the individ who had been connected with the National Negro 
Congress. advised that if the subject organization cid 

exist in A ita he had no knowleize ¢ 
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aavised that suDbdjé organization b7c 
does not exis Atlanta. tated that he was quite certain 


that if the National Nesro Uongress had a local chapter he had no 
knowledze about it. 
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The report of Special ee 0ti(‘(i‘i‘édrRS Georgia 
d:ted April 21-1941 in the instant case reflects that the National £7 
weesro Congress was not operating in Georgia as of April l, 1941. 4 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Instent organization is inactive in larger 
cities of Florida at the present time, 
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Report of Special Agent SD i ami, 


Florida, March 5, 1941. 
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By letter dated October 15, Ss 
WS 2<sov ine, Florida informed thet instant organization 7P 
ne . 3 egal 


ver been heard of in that city. . a 


j By letter: dated October 30, 1941, ee 
CRED 0:12:20, Florida informed that investigation by ol= aD 
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disclosed no trace of instant organization. 


t Tampa, Florida advise was 


unadle to activity of instant organization. 47D 
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i December 29, L941, ormed that a careful check 67 


ad failed to reflect any trace of such ™ organization 


—_— _—_ a - . ——— sammie me ——_— —- -« — — . 


APPROVED AND y  SeECaAL AGCNT _ 
‘FORWAROCO: a. £, : \ Ds. meee CHARGE Be Not WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


ov : : pex rule 
comes oF WyiGrg Dlr 24 196t 


WU 

6)- Bureau 

2 - New York City 
1le- 

rl’: 

* « 


G-2 Atlanta a -, | ALL INFOR’ CONTAINED 


="ONI Jacksénvilie" ' | 4, 
| «  - =3@h IS UNCLASSIFIED — 


i eae SS fe = 


. 
wett ter 7 ° 


© * PER eEnt Fase ree ores 7— su 


mm ee = ——_ = 
. ~ 
i Seam ae 

<a ‘- 


* 
e LL TS A | 


: Go tne st tee 
. ee 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN. 


. 
| 
0 
4 
b. 
o 
r~4 
[zs 
a) 
a 
4 
Oo 
oO 
© 
”) 
> 
® 
A, 
cS 
a 
© 
> 
4 
“ 
oO 
© 
© 
D 
be 
wv 
> 
oO 


ERS dat ee a diet he a fa ea en AP? tS AL Bhd? ehehbeah 0 eo fork Veet Aree d, sritista FF te hs ahi Ae kat ions de 


-ti.1.7 
i € “ 
Ree =, nae “: 
7S aS he een ~ 


-” 6 


sy Yad : 


, - a =). , 
Bn ee Snel OB pe ay" SRE Sen 


- BNE Hoge J a? _- ~weeecseee en." =. - -_ — 
weg y . . ze 


> 

: 
§ 
e 
~ 
: 
% 

” 


. ~ 


70 SOnies cr @ report 


» « S« + 
. 


“a as . 
; ¥ oe 


this’ report ts besa,’ 5: 
tegula ane 


AY FIELD OEBSESS 

Azo SPY ROPE LN 

S275) OF A: 
Enclodkivhll , 124 5°} 
CC 


low York File tine -730 


EVENS SE 45 EET AK EMA 


~~ oa a ee ee a ee we 


2 XXAXNXX 
C'C AXXXXX 


XXAARXX 


i 


50 (2-7-79) f 


( 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Et & Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where ——— 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


 Detecd under exemption(s) LLL 6 7D with no segregable 


matcrial availabic for release to you. 


[CJ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to vou or the subject of your request. 
[-} Information pertained only to a third party. Your namc is listed in the title only. 


[} Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 
as the information originated with them. You will 


be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


oa) es beth 2) oC ol ee ac 


[-} For your information: 


AE VEVEALY 1 Mee; 


ra The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


Oh PA U4", 


‘ 
ove , 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXAXX 
DELETED PAGE(S) 

. NO DUPLICATION FEE 
XXXXXX FOR THIS PAGE 
XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
XXXXXXK 


. ‘-o* ee . —_ ee el ee oe <- --- — oe _—-—— « - ~~ oe ~—we- saws “— wr rw fF hh 


ES ia ee: HEMET 7 PAS ra sete: Miami ARF Teagan er. ROT MEST ie a RI! FE LOTS? MRO as tee Ta 


en 28 7 —! oe 


50 (2-7-79) 
XXXXNXX 
XXAAXAX 
XAAADRAX 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


° 
. 
e 


me Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where ———. 
: indicated, explain this deletion. 


LD Detours under cxemption(s) LHVLD) with no segregahliec 


matcrial available for release to you. 
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[J] Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 
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Document(s) originating with the following goverhment agency(ies) 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 
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FOR UNITY AND VIGIUKY 


Our country is st war. Hundreds of Americans have been murdered 
in the treacherous attacks of Japan against the sovereignty of America and 
the liberties of the American people. World-wide forces of fascism and Hit- 
lerism, acting with the single evil purpose of destroying democracy, have 
now spread the terror, of war to the homes of Americans, Negro and white 
Our liberties, our homes, our lives are threatened by the stark menace of fas. 
cism and Hitlerism. The fate of America is the fate of the Negro people. 

In the face of this grave danger, the people of America—in al] walks of ' ‘ 
life—Negro and white are united. Our country’s cause is just We shall -_ 
let nothing divide us in our will to destroy forever this hideous threat to 
American democracy. With deepest emotion the National Negro Congress 
joins with all other loyal Americans in renewing its pledge of fullest support 
to the total program of our country for the defeat and destruction of fascism 

‘ and Hitlerism. 

We will fulfill this pledge with our lives and our blood. We urge our 
people—the Negro people—to ‘continue their rich tradition of loyalty to 
America by giving their strongest effort to achieve a speedy victory over 
fascism and Hitlerism. We urge*young Negro manhood to show their cour- 
age by enlisting by the tens of thousands in our armed forces’ We urge 
Negro farmers and workers to place themselves at the disposal of their coun- 
try for the task for rapidly increasing the production of goods needed to win 
the war. We urge every Negro man, woman and child to find some task— 
in civilian defense, in defense production, in the armed forces, in some field 
of our war preparation in which he can ‘do his part to defend America. 
America is our country. We shall defend it. 

We have full confidence that our government, that all loyal white Amer- 
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Federal Bureau of luurstigation : 


United States Department of Justice 
New York, New York 


i 
Director é ny ( = 
Federal Bureau of Investigation alr (4 Mise Gandy... 
a 


Washington, D. C. of ' Files 


RE: mits IONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
INTERNAL SECURITY = C 


Dear Sir: 


Attached hereto are two copies of a report dated March 
6, 1942 o nich «6 6 77) 
relate to the National Negro Congress, closed also is a circular 
put out by this organization entitled Wihet is the Attitude of the 
Negro in the Present War" which the informant furnished with his 
report. 


Copies iiriitieinie ciate being placed in 
the file for use connection e estigation of this 47D 


organization. 


™ 
» 
- 
wt 
a 
4 . 
a 
oe. 
= 
4 
z. 
> 
x 
F< 
a 
=. 


Very truly yours, 


P,E. FOXWORTH. =~” 
Assistant Director 
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Wha is the ATTITUDE ot 9 NEGRO , 


in the present ware 
p Red @ross Segregation of Negro Blood ? 
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Discrimination in Defense Industries ? 
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These and other vital questions will be answered at a 


rPORUM 


(and Council Meeting) 


America has been at war for nearly 
three months! Sufficient time has 
elapsed and sufficient events have oe- 
curve? for us again, to "take stock". 
pxatine tne situation... and see where 


the Necro people stand in relation to 
Cle Matis tecveases 
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Let ua come together, then, and discuss 


‘THE NEGRO 
AND THE WAR 


March 2, 1942 
8:00 p.m. 
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New York Fublic Library 
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New York City, NY 
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federal Bureau of Luuestigation 


United States Departiuicnt of Justice 


Gabe: ae iLLINOIS 


January §, 
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Direct.or 
-ederal Fureau of Investigation 
Washinton, 5.0. 


f 


ar 5] He HATLOCAL SGRO * 6 Ress 


Reference is m2de to Bureau teletype dated vecemoer 24, 
241 in which instructions were set forth relrtive to the 
Jlacin,; of technical syrveillancese. 


SL. bth rekie tid a LS es ae 


This office deems it exnredient that a technicil surveil- 
l=nece be conducted to cover the office of the siztion«zl Herre 
son ‘ress, 3856 South “South Park, telephone Jtlcntic 6252, 
Diicace,ILllincise Investis:tion of this orsanization for 2 
consiieri le neriod of time ran revealed that the National 
-.°ro Con-ress onerates in clo -e collatoration with the Commnist 
Fart, and itevarious Yront orzenizetionse It »art cipates in 
“née gipports the activities of such organizations as the Inter- 
n2tional La or Defense, the International “iorkers Order, the 
fmeric n Youth Consress and the Comaunist Party. Its legders 
include such prominent reported Cominists as “TLEL"4’* UAPATTUR - 
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DIRECTOR 


Federal Bureau of kuvestigation 
United States Departiucut of Justice 
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March 11, 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOR if2?. D. M. LAD 


Re: National Negro Congress, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Call: 5:10 p.m. 
Dicteted: 10:15 a.m., 3-14-42 
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SAC Johnson was notified of the Attorncy 
General's approval for a technical surveillance on the 
captioned organization. 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: The officers of the National Negro 
Congress in Cincinnati, Ohio are ELMER 
JAMISON } Chairmans ELIZABaTiy CROMDER, 
' Secretary; and MARJORIM DOWERS (white), 
Financial Secretary. Members of Executive 
Board and individuals attending meetings 
from 11-6-41 to 4-10-):2 are set out, 
Approximately fifty individuals have 
attended meetings a thi b7 


time 
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subject organization, Meetings limited 
to discussions of Negro discrimination, 


the need of raising money to pay for their 
charter, and in attempting to locate a 
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REFSRENCE:< Report of Special Agent 
Cincinnati, Ohio, dated Nov. 21, 191. 
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Strength: Approximately fifty individuals have attended one or Bs 
meetings since November 6, 191. 


Meetings: Each Friday evening at irregular places. Meetings have been 
. held at 70L West Ninth Street | - ts 
641 West Court Street ee bY vi ae 


342 West Fifth Street $= 8 8 § ~— ice 8 
1062 Central Avenue, all Cincinnati. 
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Officers: ELMER JAMISON, Chairman 
ELIZABETH CROWDER and SAM EROWN have acted as Chairman 
ETHEL LEATHERWOOD, Secretary 
MARJORIE DOWERS, Financial Secretary 
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NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


aE no meetings had been held of the 
National Negro Congress the month of January up to this meeting due to 


the fact that the national office of the National Negro Congress had instructed 
them to hold no other meeting under that name wtil they had secured a charter. 
MARJORIE DOWERS announced that they now have this charter and that part of the 
funds for the charter had been put up by MARJORIE and TOM DOWERS. 
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and the Workers Alliance were practically synonymous GBS. 25.50: 1 
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recent meetings of the Nationel Negro Congress would be Well attended 1s to 20) 


ne organization is completely controlled and dc 
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>bservec 
literature and has taken no 


ated by THOMAS DOWERS 


The organization, to date, has distribut 
affirmative action of any kind. — 


the necessity of raising the remainder of $2 
an beet rochye 2 discussing the a of a meeting place for the we 
anization, t cann 
as no one : +h — a, ry ot comes 2 regular meeting place 


ENCLOSURE TO NEW YORK: Publication entitled "National Ne 


gro Congress News" 
Release #32, dated October 2), 19. sa ‘ 


Will 


t Cincinnati, Ohio. 


y 


i 32 
q 3° 
e dz 


sf 


yy 


eden tenes anneal sigh ne MOY 
Sop Heid 2 Sagara. Sean ver : APES PR TONS I 


—— = - on™ ~~ —_ a eee ee ee Oe SP ae, -_— - 4 + ae > + - —se 
—————— 8 os ’ 


=e . , ¢ a «3 - % et; le 
eee ee Sarat eed. eh 14 “aah a nth <All Peneeratinaet tale Pate Baba” hd AM DS OP pene eet Pee ne an ee eo ae Me 


het en es ee ee ee 


. 


mere ee I 


— 


ee Sd ee es oie 


e 
t 
t 
: 
: 
? 
: 
| 


50 (2-7-79) , 
| | ( XXANNXX 
XANXXX 
XAAARXX 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) @ithheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where ~ 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under cxemption(s) with no scgregahic 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


EAA OY NRE Oa gamete + © 
“ wd 


c 
©. 


t+». ‘S =w, os 
Li bee” 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your namc is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


AN af Delta. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 
as the information originated with them. You will 


be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


CLL 


Sy 
>. 
| 
» 
«** 
re 
tC 


[] For your information: 


TA The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


4). £7 - 227 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

DELETED PAGE(S) 

NO DUPLICATION FEE 5 

XXXXXX FOR THISPAGE x 

XXXXXX XXXXAXXXXAAXARXAXANA 
XXXXXX 


*  — eS ae -- ee wee ey —eer Seer eer are oe OC 


> 7? we ~- &. 


. 
mt Te 
as ~% 


NEW YORK CITY 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 


FILE NO. 100-189 FC 


DATE WHEN MADE 


5/8/42 


PERIOD FOR 


3/13; 4/6,8/ 


. REPORT MADE BY 


re 


TITLe 


NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


| CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - Re 


REFERENCE: 


DETAILS: 
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Only chapter of subject organization in Buffa 
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Report of special Acont IMD cates 5/14/11 


at Buffalo, New Yorke 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


527¢,2 


as arviewed and advised thé ‘ FE “ye? iegro Congres 
Chapter, which had been started in Buffalo, New York, was 
no longer in existence. stated that for 
some time the Buffalo pter en fairly active, but 


that in the past year he had heard no mention of it. He 
further stated that the Communist activity among the Negroe 
in Buffalo appeared to have lessened somewhat, and that 
although at the request of the writer he had contacted 
several people concerning the National Negro Congress, he 
had been unable to learn anything about its activ pies. 
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‘the past few onthe. QE ‘2-0 that WRIGHT was the only 
person who had attempted to keep alive the organization in the past 


eighteen months. 
was contacted, and 
fdvised Loat Loe Nello. Negro Conzress no . e)etsd- =% -\e D Fal falc : 
had been active in the organization for a short while, ¢ nat* . sf 


mois activity had ceased and communist agitation among the Negroes in. 
Buffalo had consisted merely of attempting to get an increased membership 


in the Young Com gue and the Communist party 
~ivised tha had not been active in Communist circles 
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is known to the Bureau, s e contacted various Negro 


Communists in Buffalo, and that he had been informed that the National .~— 
Negro Congress no longer existed, 
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advised that he had contacted several Negro 
ommunists in Rochester, and had been informed that there had never been 
a Chapter of the lation: 2°ro Conrres 2 Rocheste 
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‘) the past few onthe. (EEE ts oc that WRIGHT was the only 
person who had attempted to keep alive the organization in the past 


eighteen months. 


| was contacted, and 
advised tbat toe Nationa) Neero Consress no loner od in puffalc 


had been active in the organization for a short while, t er. 
mois activity had ceased and communist agitation among the Negroes in 
Buffalo had consisted merely of attempting to get an increased membership 


in the Young Com gue and the Communist erty, 
~ivised tha had not been active in Communist circles 
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is known to the Bureau, s e contacted various Negro 


Communists in Buffalo, and that he had been informed that the National .°— 


4 Negro Congress no longer existed, 
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AT ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 


advised that he had contacted several Negro ine 
omminists in Rochester, and had been informed that there had never been — 
a Chapter of the Nation: 2era Conrres 2 Rocheste 
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In an insert for the file, submitted by Special Agent 
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in the” office of the Veterans! Relief Bureau, and according to the 
report ‘she passed this examination, ranking tenth on the eligible list. 
As vacancies were filled from the list, PHILLIPA STOWE eventually 
moved to the lead position and was in line for the next appointment; 


at this time the list was abandoned and appointments were made without 
regard to the examination. 


BURTON took up the case for STOWE and distributed pamphlets 
decrying the discrimination shown in her case. At BURTON'S expense, 


or at the expense of the Communist Party, PHILLIPA STOWE and her brother 


GEORGENSTOWE were taken to an American People's Mobilization meeting in 
New York City because of this incident. 


However, when questioned as t e existence of a Chapter 
of the National Negro Congress in Elmira, tated that no 
‘such organization existed, although the Party Was active among the 67 D 
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Inasmuch as investigation fails to reveal any activity of 


subject orzanization in the Buffalo Field Division territory, no furtaer 
investigation is being conducted. 
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in the Fall of 1941 it appears that a flyer was passed out ata 
Viorkers Alliance meeting entitled, "Nezroes Wake Up", which purported to have 
been put out by the orczanizing committee, LVenver Council, Naticnal Negro 
Congress, £800 Welton Street,Lbenver, Colorado. Agent checked the latter 37D 


- aodress and founa it to be a florist snop conducted 


3 by a colored w P 
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Stated that he krows tne RUTH:RFOKD's very well. he 
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conducts the florist shop while her husband works as a carrier for the post,:: 


office, and that neither one ‘takes part in propaganda organizations among ~ 
the colored people, but on the contrary are strongly against such doings. 


impression was that the address 28)0 jwelton was a misprint and 
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In case an attempt is again made to organize such an organization 
in tms division, the Bureau will be promptly advised. 
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